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The Grand Chapter

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc.®
TRAINING FOR LEADERSHIP SINCE 1911

From the Desk of
The Grand Polemarch
“Operation Restoration”, Brother To Brother,
Breaking Barriers, Building Bridges.
September 4, 2020

To the Brothers of the Southern Province; one of our most dynamic Provinces, where “Training for
Leadership” is more than a motto, it is a way of life. I applaud the great leadership of Province
Polemarch Bertram K. Orum, Senior Province Vice Polemarch, Chauncy E. Haynes, the Province
Planning Committee and all of you hard working Brothers of the Southern Province. You have done
yeoman’s work to ensure this, 70th Southern Province Council’s success and a memorable event.
My sincere congratulations are extended to you, as you are one of the earliest Provinces to implement
a new standard with your 2020 Virtual Province Meeting. Although many organizations have had to
postpone and/or cancel in-person conventions, conferences, and large meetings (due to the Covid-19
pandemic); the Southern Province has risen to the occasion to successfully move forward in a virtual
environment. I know that your Province Meeting will serve as a catalyst and model for progressively
meeting organizational and business needs in a newly transformed world.
Thank you, my Brothers of Kappa Alpha Psi, for the work you do to keep us thriving and for
the support you give to our Province Polemarchs and the Province leadership. Thank you for
entrusting Kappa Alpha Psi to The 34th Administration.
Over the years, we have created some outstanding programs which have made a huge impact in our
Fraternity and communities were serve. I have always maintained that Kappa
is known for what you do in your local chapters and Provinces and not for what we do at Grand
Chapter. It is for that reason that we will work very hard to continue to build on our Social Action
Legacy with our programs like, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Healthy Kappas- Healthy
Communities and The Learn To Live Initiative; all of which have become staples in our program
portfolio, along with our new initiative, Room To Read.
On behalf of the Grand Chapter Officers, Board of Directors and International Headquarters Staff, I
thank all involved for a job very well done! Achieve in every field of human endeavor and do so in the
interest of all mankind.
Brothers, thank you for your attendance and have a wonderful and productive time.
Yours in the Bond,

Rube

Reuben A. Shelton III, Esq.
Grand Polemarch
International Headquarters * 2322-24 North Broad Street * Philadelphia, PA 19132-4590 * 215-228-7184 * Fax 215-228-7181

The Grand Chapter
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc.
TRAINING FOR LEADERSHIP SINCE 1911

Greetings Brothers of the Southern Province:

Linnes Finney Jr., Esq.
Senior Grand Vice Polemarch

It is my esteemed pleasure to welcome you on behalf of the 34th Grand Polemarch, Reuben A. Shelton, III Esq.,
the 34th Administration and the Grand Board of Directors to the 70th Southern Province Council. Because of
the Global Pandemic, we are forced to adapt to an ever-changing environment and operate in a manner that
is driven by technology. I commend the leadership of the great Southern Province, led by the 10th Southern
Province Polemarch, Bertram K. Orum, who strongly believes “Training for Leadership” is more than a motto,
it is a way of life. As Senior Grand Vice Polemarch, I thank the Southern Province for being truly innovative and
continuing to “think outside of the box” by hosting this unique virtual Province Council. This type of progressive planning allows the Southern Province to continue to be the “flagship” Province in Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., by breaking grounds with your 2020 Virtual Province Meetings, you have risen to the occasion
to successfully move forward in a virtual environment

As we continue to live in an ever-changing environment. Things we see and cherish today may look totally
different tomorrow. No matter how much we resist change, it is inevitable. Yet it is just another opportunity
for Kappa Alpha Psi to better position itself as an even stronger community leader and truly “achieve in every
human endeavor.”

To that end, we must continue to be about service and community partnerships. We must reach out and help
our fellowman as we have done most recently with this pandemic and hurricanes. Stay safe and enjoy your
2020 Virtual Province Meetings. Thank you for being such an integral part of the Kappa Alpha Psi team!

Sincerely,
Linnes Finney, Jr., Esq.
Senior Grand Vice Grand Polemarch

International Headquarters ♦ 2322-24 North Broad Street ♦ Philadelphia, PA 19132-4590 ♦ 215-228-7184 ♦ Fax 215-228-7181

KAPPA ALPHA PSI FRATERNITY, INC.
“Training for Leadership Since 1911”

Southern Province est. 1951

Bertram K. Orum
Southern Province Polemarch

“Brother To Brother, Breaking Barriers, Building Bridges”

September 9, 2020
Greeting Brothers,
On behalf of the officers and Board of Directors of the Great Southern Province, it’s my pleasure to welcome each of you to the
70th Southern Province Virtual Council. As each of you know, the risk associated with the Coronavirus caused the Province to
cancel the 70th Southern Province Council Meeting, which was scheduled to be held in Birmingham, Alabama April 16-19, 2020.
The Grand Board of Directors of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. recently authorized Provinces to conduct virtual Province
Council Meetings. I’d like to acknowledge my home chapter, the Birmingham Alumni Chapter, its officers, Board of Directors
and members for the exemplary planning which had been completed in association with the Province Planning Committee and
its Chair Board Member Alfonza Mobley, in preparation for our cancelled April 16-19 event.
For those Brothers and family members of Brothers, who have been afflicted by the Coronavirus, our thoughts and prayers are
with you and your families. For those Brothers and family members of Brothers, who have succumbed to the disease, our
thoughts and prayers are with you and your family. Our prayer is, “We’ll long for thee and toil for thee until we reach the
Golden Shore”.
Although this chapter year has been very challenging, the Southern Province’s focus on Achievement has remained steadfast. A
few of our Achievements included:
•

•
•
•

•

•

We welcomed the 86 new members who were initiated at the fall 2019 MTA and the 284 new members who were
initiated in the spring 2020 MTA. Board Member Jason Jones and the MTA committee are to be commended for their
hard work, specifically, completing the spring 2020 MTA, just prior to the start of the Coronavirus national shutdown in
March 2020.
The Province made a $5K donation to the Undergraduate COVID-19 fund. The Southern Province received 100 of
these awards totaling $50K.
During chapter year 2019-2020, the Province completed our $100K commitment to the National Museum of African
American History and Culture in Washington, D.C.
Our Health and Wellness Committee Chairman Brother Dr. Hernando D. Carter and Jacksonville Alumni members Dr.
William L. Cody, Sr. and Dr. Wesley C. Mills conducted a webinar June 4, 2020 to educate our membership on COVID19.
Province Chaplain, Brother Dr. Michael Moore initiated the Province Prayer Devotional each Monday, Wednesday and
Friday morning at 7:30 AM CDT. The devotional provides a spiritual outlet for our members as we cope with the
challenges of the Coronavirus.
Congratulations are extended to all of our undergraduates who graduated during chapter year 2019-2020. Much
success to you in your future endeavors.

These are just a few examples on how we are supporting Grand Polemarch Reuben A. Shelton, III, Esq. and the programs of
the 34th Administration, “Brother to Brother, Breaking Barriers, Building Bridges”.
We look forward to your participation in the 70th Southern Province Virtual Council.
Stay Safe and God Bless.
Yours in the Bond,

bkorum@charter.net

5780 Carrington Lake Parkway, Trussville AL 35173

205-276-5281

September 4, 2020
My Brothers,
It is with great pleasure to greet you to the first Virtual Southern Province Council. Thank you
for taking time out of your busy schedule to take care of the business of Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Inc.
I must thank you for the support you have given me over the years. It is an honor to be in the
greatest Province on planet earth.
During this time in our country, the brothers of Southern Province are doing so much for the
communities we serve. Whether it is participating in food giveaways with Farm Share or helping
some undergraduate with finding his way home. I am so proud of what Kappa Alpha Psi stands
for.
As we gather for our first Virtual Southern Province Council, I want to acknowledge the
leadership of our Province Polemarch who has guided us through this time of uncertainty. He
has been steadfast in moving this Province forward. Here's to Brother Orum, God Bless him,
he needs it!
Our Province remains one of the strongest in Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. While we will not
see each other face to face this weekend, let us keep the theme of this administration in mind,
"Brother to Brother, Breaking Barriers, Building Bridges" as we start a new fiscal year. Please
contact me if I can be of service to any of you.
I pray for you and your families that you remain safe. Thanks for all you do, brothers.
I remain encouraged.
Yours in the Bond,

Chauncy E. Haynes
Chauncy E. Haynes

cehkap@aol.com

PO Box 10835 – Tallahassee, FL 32305

850-251-1735

The Grand Chapter

TRAINING FOR LEADERSHIP SINCE 1911

INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

Thomas L. Battles, Jr.
33rd Grand Polemarch

September 11, 2020
Brother Bertram K. Orum
Southern Province Polemarch
Dear Brothers,
It is my pleasure to extend greetings on the occasion of the 2020 Southern
Province Council.
Although our Province Council is taking place through virtual means, our
brotherhood is still strong! Kappa Alpha Psi has faced the challenges of this
COVID-19 with vigor and strength. I am so proud of the work of Grand
Polemarch Reuben A. Shelton III, Esq. and the entire 34th Administration to
ensure our health, safety, and vitality during these most unprecedented times.
Let us keep on working together to safeguard the health our beloved brothers.
My beloved Southern Province is a gleam in my eye! Continue working hard for Kappa! This is our time to
handle the business of Kappa, and I look forward to us doing so very well, as always. God bless you all! I look
forward to fellowshipping with you as soon as we can safely do so.
Yours in the Bond,

Thomas L. Battles, Jr.
33rd Grand Polemarch
Southern Province Alumni Board Member

Rebirth, Reclaim, Recommit, By Leaving No Brother Behind
International Headquarters * 2322 N. Broad Street * Philadelphia, PA 19132-4590 * 215-228-7184

“Training for Leadership Since 1911”
Southern Province

September 4, 2020
Re: “An Unprecedented Leader for Unprecedented Times.”
It gives me pleasure and is a great honor to give accolades to a brother I hold in
high esteem. A brother who was appointed to lead the greatest Province in all
of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity. It will be 5 years next month that Brother Orum
assumed the helm as Province Polemarch, but it only seems like yesterday.
(Unprecedented)
As a prodigy of the Birmingham Alumni Chapter he served as understudy and
was mentored by some of the best role models in the history of Kappa Alpha
Psi Fraternity and subsequently served more than ten years as Polemarch of the
Chapter. There is no wonder that he set a significant milestone that no other
chapter to date can claim by being the second Province Polemarch to hail from
Birmingham.(Unprecedented)
Today at this first ever “Virtual Province Council” we celebrate the occasion
of the appointment of Brother Bertram K. Orum as only the 10th Polemarch of
the Southern Province. (Unprecedented)
And lastly, in the midst of this global pandemic Brother Orum has taken the
leadership reigns and guided us with steadfast confidence through unchartered
terrain and not faltered. Truly and a man among Men and a brother among
Brothers. (Unprecedented)
I am excited and have every confidence that he will far exceed the deeds of
the nine of us that preceded him. (Unprecedented)
For I know he will have the full support of the finest brothers of the greatest
Province in all of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.
(Unprecedented)
Yours in the Bond,
Frank S. Emanuel
Frank S. Emanuel, 7th Province Polemarch
91st Elder Watson Diggs Awardee

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc.
TRAINING FOR LEADERSHIP SINCE 1911

September 10, 2020
Bertram K. Orum, the 10th Polemarch of the Southern Province, is a Life Member of Kappa Alpha Psi and a Life
Member of the Southern Province. He has served as Polemarch of the Southern Province since 2015. Prior to his appointment as Province Polemarch, he served the Southern Province as Senior Vice Polemarch. He served the Birmingham Alumni Chapter as its Polemarch and was a delegate to Grand Chapter and Southern Province meetings.
During his tenure as Polemarch of the Southern Province, he has exhibited great traits of being a dynamic leader.
Brother Orum is efficient, intelligent, and passionate about his work. He is also compassionate and nurturing to
the Undergraduate membership. Time and time again, he has displayed outstanding leadership abilities and helped
move the Southern Province forward through a series of initiatives he implemented.
Province Polemarch Bert Orum has led an exemplary life as a senior level executive at Alabama Power Company and
as a member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity. He has established himself as one of the Fraternity’s leaders and visionaries, as well as an authority in is profession. There is one constant in Bert’s leadership, and that is his genuine commitment to excellence. This is a quality that cannot be ignored.
Yours in the Bond,
Ronald E. Range
8th Southern Province Polemarch
Past Member of the Grand Board of Directors
Having been a member our Noble Klan since
the fall of 1980, I have had the opportunity to
serve during the tenure of several our fraternities’
leaders across three different Provinces. Bertram
Orum is by far a step above when it comes to his
leadership. The Mighty Southern Province has
had many strong leaders but Brother Orum’s is
unparalleled. His ability to always provide clarity
and say “yes” to the right things and make strong
“no” decision when needed is a direct reflection
of his love for Kappa and ability to guide and motivate. We are in great hands with Brother Orum.
--Kerwin LaMotte
Chairman Technology Committee

“True Leadership cannot be awarded, appointed, or assigned. It comes only from influence and that cannot be
mandated.”
This quote by John C. Maxwell, in many ways, characterizes our Province Polemarch, Bertram K. Orum. If
leadership is indeed influence, then Orum embodies
and exudes it. Any human being can be appointed to
a position (whether professionally, politically or even
fraternally), and rest on the laurels of positional leadership, but servant leadership is leadership that inspires,
holds accountable, unifies and ACHIEVES.
We are honored for the servant leadership that you’ve
provided as Polemarch of the greatest province in all
of Kappa; the Southern Province. May these words
encourage you and be a prophesy of things to come.
--Courtland Terry, Operational Assistant

Bertram K. Orum
10 Southern Province Polemarch
th

A Man for This Season.
Thank you for your
Leadership!
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Financial education is about more than learning financial terminology. It’s about setting yourself
up for a better future. Regions is honored to be a part of this great community and to provide
you with the skills that can help you reach your financial goals. We are committed to giving you
knowledgeable advice and guidance so you can keep life moving forward.
Regions is proud to provide financial education to the Kappa Leadership Development League,
a program of Kappa Alpha Psi® Fraternity, Inc.
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DINNER TABLE OF
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While you’re here, enjoy our chef-owned dining rooms, up-and-coming culinary talent,
and the world’s best barbecue. Find dining itineraries for your visit at our website and dig in.
inbirmingham.com | 800 - 458 - 8085

GREATER BIRMINGHAM CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

KHRONICLE NOTES

From the Site of the Birmingham
Children's Campaign to the 55th
Observance of the March on Selma: the
Southern Province is at the Epicenter
of Inflection Points
families and communities
is a lesson in faith, an
unswerving fidelity to each
other and perseverance.

Cleveland Ferguson III, Esq., Editor

G

rand Polemarch
Reuben A. Shelton
III, Esq., along with
Province Polemarch Bertram
K. Orum led a delegation of
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity,
Inc., in the 55th Annual observance of the March on Selma.
During this celebration of the
70th Southern Province Virtual
Council we use this issue of
the The Khronicle, to reflect
on the significance of the moment. We borrow from some
of the stories that appeared in
the Spring issue of The Kappa
Alpha Psi Journal, while also
sharing some chapter submissions provided before COVID-19 emerged as a pandemic.
In one case, a brother shares
his experience in dealing with
the effects.
Our Founders used achievement to inoculate against
the virus of racism that has
permeated the foundations
upon which this country has
functioned and its legal structure. How we deal with and
overcome the mental, psychological, physical and physiological effects as individuals,
18
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Too the demonstration of
unity among the members
of the Divine Nine along
with others of goodwill and
people of conscience was an
empowering experience that
must continue to manifest
itself in the concerted action
of voting.
In the wake of the deaths of
Breona Taylor and George
Floyd as well as others shaking the conscience of this
country, we must continue
to target our unified action
to policymaking at all levels
of government.
The hue and cry that is continuing to build into a fever
pitch will mean nothing, if
every brother, every colony,
every alumni association,
every chapter, every province
only moves the beat of our
feet in the streets. We must
all know the voting rules
of our states. We must all
be heard at every precinct.
Every mail-in ballot must
be properly executed and
submitted. Every vote must
be cast.
We are indeed at an another
inflection point. Let's ensure
this moment of unity captured in the Southern Province is not returned void.

Selma, Alabama: Grand Polemarch Reuben A. Shelton III, Esq., and the Council
the March on Selma. Photos by Michael L. Hume.

70th Southern Province Virtual Council

l of Presidents lead the Divine Nine along with like-minded organizations such as the Links, Incorporated, as well as people of good will at the 55th Anniversary of

70th Southern Province Virtual Council
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SPECIAL TO THE KHRONICLE

The Days the World of Kappa Stood Still
By: Earl Tildon, Chairman, Publicity & Publications Commission

“In the year of 1911 where the arbutus blooms in the spring Kappa Alpha Psi® was founded and
of its praises we sing.”

W

hen ten African American male undergraduate students at Indiana
University at Bloomington, Indiana, attempted to pursue a
college education, they joined together
with common concerns, seeking to make
the accomplishments of their goals and
objectives reality. These ambitious young
men recognized the obstacles and barriers that stood between them and the
successful academic destinations they
wanted to reach. This was the beginning
of what would be the dream of establishing a fraternity that would be dedicated
to “achievement in every field of human
endeavor”.

fellow-students. In fact, two founders,
Elder Watson Diggs and Byron Kenneth Armstrong had attended Howard
University and saw the advantages that
members of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity
had as students on a historically Black
college campus. Obviously, they wanted
no less in Indiana.
What will Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity
be like when a new norm is defined in
the post-Coronavirus pandemic period?
What work will we, as leaders in the
fraternity have done to restructure the
operations to fit the times?

This dream began more than 109 years
ago. This dream was the beginning of
their journey to overcome the human
deficit perpetrated by the blatant, legal,
and dehumanizing system perpetuating the post-slavery culture of America.
These students experienced the pain
and suffering of racial discrimination,
but kept moving diligently ahead.

Grand Polemarch Shelton was challenged. in ways that the Founders could
not have imagined. He was faced with
the dilemma of following the nation’s
guidelines to close down most of the
operations of the fraternity, permitting
members and staff to retreat in – place
in their homes for safety. People across
the world were being hospitalized and
dying from the effects of the virus.

And then, over more than a century,
34 stalwart, noble Kappa men (Grand
Polemarchs) assumed the mantle of
leadership of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity,
Inc., carrying out the vision of its ten
Founders, raising the bar in every area
of society. We basked in the glory of our
success and suddenly witnessed the
most humbling experience of our Kappa
lives; something called the “Coronavirus” that stopped Kappa in her tracks.

Everything seems painful as you watch
our fraternity life seemingly crumble before your eyes, and you just don’t know
where to turn. You can’t escape it, run
from it, or turn back time; you just have
to brave the storm and hope for the best
afterwards. However, usually bad things
happen in our lives in order to usher in
better things. You can’t have a rainbow
without a storm, so remember that the
next time you deal with a life crisis.

We were suddenly in the middle of an
earth-changing pandemic, having to
redefine the word “normal”. We have
learned that the “Coronavirus” is highly
contagious and “distance” has become a
new living standard, at least until an appropriate vaccine is available to contain
this virus.

Fortunately, the Fraternity was founded
as an undergraduate organization on college campuses in America. It provided
opportunities for students (primarily
African Americans) to socialize together,
to share ideas, interests and ambitions with each other. They witnessed
together the disparate treatment they
were receiving versus their Anglo-Saxon

20
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As a sixty-five year member of our Noble
Klan, I’m casting my lot with today’s
leaders and undergraduate Kappas. I
believe that the exposure they have had
to the global society has enabled them to
overcome many of the obstacles that the
Founders and forbearers were forced to
endure because of extenuating circumstances. I know that tomorrow’s Kappas
will have far more tools in their historic
tool boxes than their predecessors, and
greater opportunities to use them.
To my undergraduate brothers, I urge
you to seize every opportunity to learn
first-hand and vicariously what Kappa
history was like. Don’t pass a Senior
Kappa by, and don’t let a Senior Kappa
pass you by without you touching
the hem of his garment and learning
everything you can about him and his
achievements. Also, remember that
there are many things that you can teach
a Senior Kappa, and he may still be in
the mode of learning, for he has etched
in his heart the words: “achievement in
every field of human endeavor”, and he
has vowed to keep on learning until he
reaches that golden shore.

70th Southern Province Virtual Council
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When the Province Virtually Kept the Vision Alive
By: Earl Tildon,Operational Assistant to the Southern Province Polemarch

D

many high achieving brothers, who
have been willing to respond favorably
to the call of Polemarch Orum. This
partnership has enabled the business
of the province to move with near
normal results during the pandemic.
Although it remains unpredictable
when the province will resume
“business as usual”, it is encouraging
to know that the perpetual team
concept that has kept the Southern
Province fiscally sound and moving
forward consistent with expectations
of the Grand Chapter mandates and
the brothers who have been willing to
keep the province ship on course.

uring recent years there have
been multiple pandemic and
epidemic outbreaks, including the 1918 influenza
pandemic, the 2003 SARS-CoV
outbreak, and most recently, the
COVID-19 pandemic. Unfortunately,
we do little to prepare for a possible
pandemic outbreak, thus, we find
ourselves doing little to slow or stop
the spread of the disease.
Since COVID-19 has spread universally, members of Kappa Alpha Psi
have been adversely affected just like
other organizations across the globe.
Grand Polemarch Reuben Shelton,
recognizing the potential of COVID-19
took action to make the operational
changes to move Kappa from its
normal operating mode to a virtual
operation requiring ALL brothers to
carry out the business of the fraternity
in a safe manner. He directed all
governing authorities to follow the
guidance set forth by the national
governing authorities and the policies
enacted by the Grand Board of the
fraternity.
Many people are judging how
the world's governing bodies are
responding to the COVID-19 crisis.
They scream and show on social
media saying that the government
is doing too much, or too little, to
help us get through this. However,
God wants us to submit and listen
to our government. There are many
guidelines officials have put out that
are helping to save lives, like keeping
a distance from one another and
stopping large mass gatherings. While
these seem inconvenient, we have to
protect those who are most at risk
for the disease. Be an example to
those around you and show you are
responding to the COVID-19 crisis.
They scream and show on social media

70th Southern Province Virtual Council

Thanks, Brother Orum for keeping
us where we should be, and for
boldly building on the foundation
saying that the government is doing
your predecessors laid in years
too much, or too little, to help us get
gone by. Thanks for maintaining
through this.
the philanthropic emphasis that has
The COVID-19 crisis has completely
enabled us to reach out to those less
shaken our world into something
fortunate than most of us. God will
we almost don’t recognize. It is a
still be with us as we faithfully move
scary time to live in, but know that
down the rough side of the pandemic
God has not abandoned you. He is
mountain.
still providing you with love, grace,
strength, and guidance during this
difficult time. Trust in His plan for our
world and take things day by day. He
is still providing you with love, grace,
strength, and guidance during this
difficult time. Trust in His plan for our
world and take things day by day.
Southern Province Polemarch
Bertram K. Orum has provided
exemplary leadership in this period
of abnormal communications,
when safe health practices demand
the use of technology, including,
taking advantage of varying web
conferencing tools such as Zoom,
that works easily and effectively, and
enables the business of the province
to move forward.

“Pandemics
last for
a while,
achievements
last forever.”

The Southern Province is blest to have
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A LOOK BACK: REFLECTIONS FROM SOUTHERN PROVINCE MEMBER REV. DR. RALPH ABERNATHY

“

Both humbled and honored, I stand here, but I do so in fear and trembling. I tremble, because
I realize that you and I live in one of the most critical hours in the history of our nation and
the world; and I fear, for I am not certain that you realize fully that in this generation, yet this
very hour and on THIS occasion, that what we do and what we say and how we may feel may
mean the difference between the preservation of our society and the total destruction of our
civilization, the most advanced ever known to man. In light of the seriousness of the times, our
primary concern must be with the question of what we can do to save our generation, preserve
western civilization and save our world from total destruction and annihilation....

22
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A LOOK BACK: REFLECTIONS FROM SOUTHERN PROVINCE MEMBER REV. DR. RALPH ABERNATHY

“

...One thing which has been in our fraternity's favor all through its history, has been the
firm foundation upon which Kappa was founded and upon which every Kappa man can
build. It was the solid foundation of a house founded upon a rock and not built upon
sand. Thus when the storms raged, when the winds blew, when the rains descended, the
house of Kappa kept on standing; STRONG and TALL. Our solid foundation is embodied in
the fact that there has never been a clause in our constitution which restricted our membership on the basis of race, creed, religion or color and our guiding principle....For you
see our society and nation stand at the forking in the road; our very nation—this beloved
land of ours—faces possible decline and demise unless it finds the way to save its sole and
rediscover the promise embodied in the American dream.
Excerpts from Dr. Ralph Abernathy's address to the 53rd Grand Chapter, The Kappa Alpha Psi Journal,
February 1966, Vol. LII, Num. 1.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Dr. Ralph Abernathy (Beta Zeta 1948), center, and Malcolm X meet for the first and only time before a
press conference on March 26, 1964. Getty images.
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GRAND POLEMARCH’S MESSAGE

Still We Rise

W

hen the 34th Administration was inducted on
August 3, 2019, no one
would have imagined the
world would look like it is today.
We first experienced the onset of a
world-wide pandemic that sickened millions and killed hundreds of thousands.
The insidious virus called COVID-19
caused the cancellation of iconic events
like the NCAA national championships,
World Olympics and Tennis at Wimbledon. Major League Baseball, the National Hockey League and the National
Basketball Association had to pause
their seasons indefinitely while we all
sorted out and redefined our lives as we
tried to anticipate the revised operating
terms of the new normal. These were
all unfathomable events we could never
have seen coming but STILL WE RISE.
As if that were not enough, through the
senseless, brutal murders of George
Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor
and Rayshard Brooks, we had to revisit
and relive the consequences of the
systemic, pervasive racism that has been
endemic to our country for as long as
I can remember. Like minded groups
have coalesced to call for freedom,
justice and equality for all but that call
was answered by some of our national
leaders with antagonism and vitriol
reminiscent of the George Wallace, Bull
Connor, Jim Crow days, but STILL WE
RISE.
Reprinted from The Kappa Alpha Psi® Journal
Spring 2020, Vol CVI, Issue 1
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However, Brothers, this is not a doom
and gloom message because we have
much for which to be grateful. I
learned early in my spiritual education that it is impossible to have “Fear”
and “Faith” at the same time and I
am not afraid. Though the Fraternity
faces a crucible unlike no other it has
experienced in 109 years, it has made
significant, necessary changes to its way
of life. Brothers have stepped up in a
mighty way to continue to build on our
legacy of achievement and service to the
communities in which we live. STILL
WE RISE.
Irrespective of COVID-19, brothers
continue to take care of the Fraternity’s
business in unique and novel ways.
Membership intake was very much in
jeopardy in March but today, in June,
we have initiated almost all of the
candidates through medically safe and
innovative procedures used by our outstanding Province Polemarchs. STILL
WE RISE.
The Fraternity, Kappa Foundation,
Senior Kappa Endowment Fund and
National Silhouettes exemplified the
mantra of Brothers for Brothers by
establishing the COVID-19 Undergraduate Relief Fund to financially
help our collegiate brothers bridge the
gap between what they expected to do
this year and their harsh reality created
by the virus. Hundreds of collegiate
brothers have applied for and received

On location in Selma, Alabama: Grand Polemarch Reuben A. Shelton III, Esq. with the leadership of the Divine Nine,
The Links, Incorporated and others of good will salute the 55th Anniversary of the March on Selma.
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monetary grants from this Fund and we
continue to raise money to help as many
as we can. STILL WE RISE.
Our normal course of operations was
disrupted as we postponed our major meetings and chapter business
like the election of officers. We have
established a COVID-19 Task Force
comprised of talented brothers from all
professional disciplines to guide us with
the best possible recommendations for
reopening based on local government
regulations, sound medical science and
good common sense. STILL WE RISE.
Brothers have populated the streets
in cities across the nation to strongly
voice the demand for police accountability and social justice. Brothers have
led peaceful protests and joined other

National Pan Hellenic Councils organizations to push for real political reform
and measures that will help ensure that
our black and brown children won’t
have to deal with this nonsense in their
lifetimes. STILL WE RISE.
Brothers, I could go on but Brother
Cleveland Ferguson, has me on a strict
word count that I have already exceeded. I will conclude by reminding
all that we were founded on Christian
principles and there is a strong spirit of
strength, wisdom, courage and faith that
permeates the Bond. We have survived
other pandemics, world wars, a great
depression, the civil rights unrest of the
1960s and more. There is no doubt we
will get through this and come out better than we were when we entered this
very volatile and uncertain time. I am

not afraid because God did not bring us
this for to leave us now.
I am always inspired by the Maya Angelou’s Poem, “Still I Rise” that embodies
her resilient spirit and gives hope to the
oppressed and downtrodden. The Bond
sheds that same spirit as a beacon of
light and it is our duty to share it with
the world.
TOGETHER WE RISE.
Yours in the Bond,
Reuben A. Shelton III, Esq.
Grand Polemarch

“I have learned early in my spiritual education that it is impossible to have
"Fear" and "Faith" at the same time and I am not afraid.”
Publishing achievement for more than 105 years
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GALLERY OF ACTIVISM, SERVICE, DUTY AND ACHIEVEMENT

Kappa Gamma
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GALLERY OF ACTIVISM, SERVICE, DUTY AND ACHIEVEMENT

Omicron Gamma

Omicron Pi

Jersey City
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COMMENTARY: THE UNDERGRADUATE GRAND CHAPTER OFFICERS

OUR UNDERSTAN
MOMENT: IN OUR
In the midst of the most unprecedented health pandemic to ever hit our society, and certainly one that we have
never seen in our young lives, our country offered a grim sense of familiarity in its classic racist disregard for
people who look like us. As Kappa Alpha Psi® undergraduate leaders, we feel it is necessary to articulate our
understanding of this moment. Here are our thoughts:

As
years,
decades,
and centuries
pass, America
remains institutionally and systematically numb
to the mistreatment of African
Americans by law
enforcement. As an
African American
in this country,
I fear every
day that I will
become the
next statistic
in the
increasingly visible
perversion of
justice in policing. I
fear that I, or my loved
ones, will face the same
fate as our brothers and sisters:
George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery,
Sandra Bland, and Breonna Taylor — all
unlawfully slain in cold blood. We must
come together now, and continue to uplift
members of our community to rise above
the institutional barriers that perpetuate
the injustices that we see today.

Evan R. Jackson Junior Grand Vice Polemarch
The Brown University Chapter, the Lambda XI of Kappa Alpha Psi
Spring 2018 Initiate
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COMMENTARY: THE UNDERGRADUATE GRAND CHAPTER OFFICERS

NDING OF THIS
R OWN WORDS

This is a time to unite as one and right the wrongs of our justice system and realize that Black men and Black lives
matter. We will not back down. We will continue to achieve beyond limits despite the hardships we face. No longer
will we sit and standby, but we will be men of action and achievement and jump in knee deep to defend our own, our
rights, and the country where we should have justice and liberty for all. We will answer the call issued at Mr. Floyd's
funeral and be visible at the 57th anniversary of the March On Washington.
Whenever I hear of
another brother
or sister of mine
who lost their lives to
police brutality/murder
or a racially-charged
hate crime, I become
angrier and angrier.
I am angry because
these are real lives that
are being taken away. The
victims are someone, and
they should not be mercilessly murdered due
to racism.
What makes it even
worse is that some
of these violent acts
are being recorded
and documented, yet,
there is little to no
justice being served. I
urge the U.S. Criminal Justice
System to always grant just
judgments on racially charged
cases out of respect for our
fallen brothers and sisters. If
not, it is only a matter of time
before we take justice into our
own hands.

Adedotun O. Adebola-Wilson Grand Board Member
The Georgia Institute of Technology Chapter, the
Lambda Delta of Kappa Alpha Psi
Spring 2018 Initiate
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COMMENTARY: THE UNDERGRADUATE GRAND CHAPTER OFFICERS

Prior to the nationwide declaration of emergency as a result of the worldwide pandemic, the 34th Administration has been focused
on bringing brother to brother, breaking barriers and building bridges and with like-minded organizations across the United States.
The Administration adapted and continued its engagement virtually. Some of those events are shown below.

I
live in
a society
where a current
pandemic has
killed over 100,000
Americans alone,
and a vaccine yet
to be discovered.
However, there is an
epidemic that has been
around for a while that
we may never see a
vaccine for, and
that is the fear of
a Black man. Black
men are much
more than
what society
perceives us to
be. We are always
told to be strong,
walk straight, and do what
is right, while society concurrently tears us down. LIFE is a blessing
as well as having free will, but it is a journey
that is not easy. We value our freedom - but internally - we are not free but rather oppressed
by the systemic injustices. We are tired of the
repeated “incidents”, and lack of equality in a
nation that stands on “Justice for All”. DELAYING JUSTICE IS AN INJUSTICE.

Daniel I. Nixon Grand Board Member
The Iowa State University Chapter, the Omega of Kappa Alpha Psi
Spring 2018 Initiate ( The Mississippi State University Chapter, the Eta Upsilon of Kappa Alpha Psi
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COMMENTARY: THE UNDERGRADUATE GRAND CHAPTER OFFICERS

I
remember
my senior year
in high school,
when Michael Brown
died, in what seems
like my backyard, in St.
Louis, MO. I remember not
understanding why the
police treated Blacks so
differently from others.
I remember being raised
in poverty but attending a
predominantly white high
school where for the longest I was the “entertainment” instead of the
scholar. Fast forward
five years later, even
more cases similar
to Michael Brown have
occurred and yet I’m
still wondering why? Why
hasn’t there been change?
Why hasn’t there been justice?
Why hasn’t there been a cure to
this horrible disease of systematic racism? During the pandemic
of COVID-19, the pandemic of
oppression on Blacks continues to
rise. But now, more than ever, is
a time to stop talking and put our
words to action.

Michael N. Weaver, Jr. Grand Board Member
The Kentucky State University Chapter, the Alpha Upsilon of
Kappa Alpha Psi
Fall 2017 Initiate
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COMMENTARY: THE UNDERGRADUATE GRAND CHAPTER OFFICERS

Kappa's committees, commissions, chapters, brothers all, as well as people of goodwill have been responding with arming our undergraduates with tools, scholarships and employment assistance. Even in the midst of the worldwide pandemic, cries for liberty and
justice ring out from Constitution Hall to city halls across this country. It is imperative that it be followed up at the ballot box.

The
injustice,
inequality,
and prejudice
we face as African Americans
in this society
is truly disheartening. As I
see these videos
continue to pile up
on social media
feeds and news
outlets, I cannot help but to
feel hopeless.
We have
been dealing with
these same
issues for
years despite
the efforts of many
brave men and women
who sacrificed everything
for a better future. Until corrupt
police officers and white supremacists
are held accountable for their actions
by our extremely flawed Criminal
Justice System, there cannot and will
not be Liberty and Justice for All in
America.

Andrew D. Faraimo Grand Strategus
The Livingstone College Chapter, the Gamma Delta of Kappa Alpha Psi
Spring 2018 Initiate
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COMMENTARY: THE UNDERGRADUATE GRAND CHAPTER OFFICERS

The
racial prejudice we black men
face each day is truly
disgusting. I should not
have to step foot outside
to not only worry about the
global pandemic, but to also
fear for my life because I can
be shot, suffocated, harassed
at any time BLATANTLY
by police. Years later we
are facing the same problems
that our mothers, fathers,
grandparents, and ancestors faced. What do people
expect that we do at this
point? We protest, we
march, we record live
video evidence of these
incidents involved with our
‘law enforcement’ but nothing is ever enough. We Black
men have rights just like YOU. We
do not deserve to be treated unfairly,
just like YOU. We absolutely DO NOT
deserve to die for the color of our
skin. We deserve much better than the
systematic oppression we face every
day. Until white RACISTS are held accountable for their actions, there will
never ever be peace in this country.

Nickolas C. Staats Grand Lt. Strategus
The Western Michigan University Chapter, the Gamma Beta
of Kappa Alpha Psi
Spring 2018 Initiate
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THE GALLERY: 55TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MARCH ON SELMA

“A way has to be found to enable everyone to benefit from the
fruits of the earth, and not simply to close the gap between
the affluent and those who must be satisfied with the crumbs
falling from the table, but above all to satisfy the demands of
justice, fairness and respect for every human being.”

–Pope Francis
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“Do not get lost in a sea of despair. Be hopeful, be optimistic.
Our struggle is not the struggle of a day, a week, a month, or
a year, it is the struggle of a lifetime. Never, ever be afraid to
make some noise and get in good trouble, necessary trouble.”
–Rep. John Lewis
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“I say to you today, my friends, that in spite of the difficulties
and frustrations of the moment, I still have a dream.”
–Martin Luther King, Jr.

“Power and those in control concede nothing...without a demand.
Hey never have and never will....Each and every one of us must keep
demanding, must keep fighting, must keep thundering, must keep
plowing, must keep on keeping things struggling, must speak out and
speak up until justice is served because where there is no justice there
is no peace.”
–Frederick Douglass
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NATIONAL NEWS

Undergraduate Board Members Amplifying the
Work of Kappa Alpha Psi: by Leading Through
Advocacy, Literacy Programming and Mentorship
of the Generations Behind Them

Kappa Alpha Psi leadership supported the undergraduate initiative of Room to Read with a soft launch that became an official initiative at the
beginning of this year.

L

iteracy is the foundation for
all future learning yet a quality
education remains out of reach
for millions of children around
the world. Over the years, access to
primary schooling has improved, but
educational quality remains a major
issue. Many children in primary school
aren’t learning the basics, the result of
inadequate teachers, funds and school
infrastructure challenges.
Room to Read envisions a world in
which all children can pursue a quality education that prepares them to
be fulfilled and make positive change
– in their families, communities and
the world. Founded in 2000 on the
belief that World Change Starts with
Educated Children®, Room to Read
transforms the lives of millions of
children through education, creating
a world free from illiteracy and gender
inequality.
Kappa Alpha Psi® is the second
oldest existing collegiate historically
Black Greek Letter Fraternity and the
first intercollegiate Fraternity incorpo-
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rated as a national body. The Fraternity
has over 150,000 members with 700
undergraduate and alumni chapters in
nearly every state of the United States,
and international chapters in Nigeria,
South Africa, the West Indies, the
United Kingdom, Germany, Korea and
Japan.
Through its worldwide prominence,
Kappa Alpha Psi has had a global
impact on events which affect our local
communities as well as places around
the globe. Local chapters of Kappa
Alpha Psi, participate in community
outreach activities to feed the homeless, provide scholarships to young
people matriculating to college, serve
as mentors to young men, participate
in blood drives and serve as hosts of
seminars for public health awareness to
name a few.
For the pilot phase, each Province
nominated three chapters to participate
in the program that will partner with
an under-resourced primary school in
their area.
Room to Read then trained these

undergraduate volunteers, and each
month participating chapters introduced a Room to Read South Africa
storybook title to the elementary school
by reading the books aloud, conducting
reading activities and donating 10 copies to the school's library. The books
Room to Read provided are developed
by local South African authors and
illustrators in one of the 42 languages
Room to Read has published around
the world and have the power to foster
global citizenship for children in the
United States.
Room To Read's Soft Launch with
Kappa Alpha Psi
The program had a soft launch in
Milwaukee on November 15, 2019
In November, the members of the
Milwaukee (WI) Alumni and Delta
Kappa (NC) chapters served as hosts of
the North Central Province C. Rodger
Wilson Leadership Conference which
was held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
During the conference, the brothers of
the Province led by Province Pole-
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march Byron C. Thornton, gathered at
the Dr. Martin Luther King Elementary
School to read to the children. Each of
the brothers that read to the children
were touched by the enthusiasm and
excitement of the kids as well as the
faculty. The visit to the school served as
the initial launch of the partnership between the Fraternity’s new “Hands on
Books” program and the global Room to
Read organization. The official launch
of the Hands-on Books program will be
during National Founders’ Day in Las
Vegas, NV.
The members of the Province also
held a public reception to acknowledge
the partnership between the FraterPhoto credits: Andre Clay/Walter Mitchell and Walter McNeil.

nity and King Elementary School. In
attendance at the reception was the
principal of King Elementary, teachers,
parents, local Guide Right participants
and the Lt. Governor of the State of
Wisconsin (Mandela Barnes, Gamma
Phi 2005). During the reception, the
members of the North Central Province donated over 1,500 books to the
school and made a monetary donation
in the amount of $1,400.00 to the
school’s reading program. The principal of the school was visibly moved by
the generosity of the Fraternity, and
one of the parents of a local Guide
Right participant indicated how she
was honored and excited for her son to
participate in such a great program. As

we prepare for the official launch of the
Hands-on Books program in January, it
is clear that there is no better investment to be made than in this generation of students.
Room To Read's Official Launch
with Kappa Alpha Psi
The partnership officially launched
on January 2, 2020 in Las Vegas during the Annual National Founders'
Day celebration with a national press
conference. The program will run for
8 months in a pilot phase with the
potential for extension and in April
2020, Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc
will host a Room to Read Day across its
campuses around the nation, celebrat-
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THE GALLERY: ROOM TO READ

Photo Credit: Walter McNeil
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NATIONAL NEWS

Brothers from the Hartford (CT) Alumni Chapter with Grand Polemarch Shelton and Junior Grand Vice Polemarch Jackson and other dignitaries with
the producers of the Today Show segment on Room to Read. Below is a screen grab of Junior Grand Vice Polemarch Evan R. Jackson and Grand
Board Member Michael Weaver being interviewed outside NBC studios.

ing the Hands-on-Books program and the
impact it has made around the United
States.

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.

NORTH CENTRAL PROVINCE
Indiana | Illinois | Iowa | Minnesota | Wisconsin

Byron C. Thornton - Province Polemarch

November 25, 2019
Mrs. Anesia Hayes, Principle
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary
3275 N. 3rd St
Milwaukee WI 53212
Principle Hayes,
On behalf of the members of the North Central Province, Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity,
Inc., thank you for participating in the pilot of our national partnership with
Room to Read. It was my distinct pleasure, along with 10 other members of Kappa
Alpha Psi, to visit the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. School during our recent C.R. Wilson
Leadership Conference, and read to your classrooms.
The greeting we received from you, your staff, and the students could not have been
warmer. Each of the brothers that read books and witnessed the students' attention,
participation, and enthusiasm were touched in a special way by the experience. As we
noted, our undergraduate members from Marquette University will be returning to your
school for more reading events in the new year.
As part of supporting your reading program, we requested members within our 5 state
region to bring books for donation to your early readers. Although we did not complete
the count, our best estimate was over 1,500 books were donated. In addition to the
books, we wanted to support your reading program with a cash donation. So, from the
donations of our members, please find our check for $1,400.00. Hopefully the books
and cash will help as you re-build your school library.
Please extend our appreciation to the students and staff for allowing us to share a few
moments in your classrooms.
Sincerely,
Byron C. Thornton
24th Polemarch
North Central Province
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.
P.O. Box 37 Richton Park IL 60471
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polemarch@kapsi-ncp.org | 708.218.5155
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Since the Grand Chapter Officers and the Foundation announced the call for support just a few short weeks ago,
more than $415,000 has been raised to date and disbursements have begun: Brother to Brother; Breaking Barriers and
Building Bridges.
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SOUTHERN PROVINCE CHAPTER NEWS

Kappa Alpha Psi® Florida State Tag is Approved
House Bill 1135 Becomes the Law of Florida Through
Atkins' Opportune Advocacy

S

everal years ago while attending a Southern Province
Council Meeting in Huntsville,
Alabama. Frederick C. Atkins
(Gamma Chi 1972) along with several
brothers from Florida
noticed the Alabama tag
which began the discussion to why Kappa Alpha
Psi did not have a Florida
tag. "During the discussion, Brothers Frank
Emmanuel, Ellis Hodges
and I decided we would,
with the blessing of the
Province Polemarch,
begin the process of obtaining a tag for Florida,"
stated Atkins. However, then Governor
Rick Scott decided there would be no
additional specialty tag during his administration. "Although we were aware
of Governor Scott’s decision, there were
attempts that were made that were nevertheless unsuccessful."
After Governor Scott’s term and a new
Governor, Ron DeSantis, was elected,
the doors opened for the possibility of
a Kappa Alpha Psi® specialty tag for
Florida. A local brother of the Fort Myers Alumni Chapter, Larry D. Hart (Fort
Myers (FL) Alumni 1994) was named
Chairman of Governor DeSantis’ Transition Team. "I invited Larry to lunch and
he assured me if the bill reached the
Governor's desk, he would sign it."
"We began the process of figuring out
how to get the job done. Larry was

aware that former State Representative Matt Caldwell grew up in the
church where I serve as an Elder and
State Representative Ray Rodrigues
has been a member since the 1980s. I
approached Matt Caldwell
since I had a longer relationship with him (my wife was
his Sunday school teacher for
several years and he at one
time considered becoming a
member of Kappa Alpha Psi
because of my influence on
him) and Matt decided to
prepare the bill and presented
it to Rep. Rodrigues. Rep.
Rodrigues presented the bill
to the House."
On January 7, 2020, HB 1135 bill was
filed in the House. In March 2020,
the Senate passed HB 1135 with 39
Yeas with 0 Nays and the House passed
HB 1135 with 112 Yeas with 0 Nays.
On September 4, 2020, HB 1135 was
signed by Officers and presented to
Governor DeSantis. As a result of efforts from many there is a Divine Nine
Specialty Designated tag for the State of
Florida.
Once the tag is designed 3,000 vouchers will need to be sold before the tag
goes into production. Before that a
design must be commissioned, pursuant
to HB 1135
Here's to Brother Atkins for leading the
way on this initiative!

Province Polemarch Orum will name a committee
to develop and propose the tag's design to the state.
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Kappas Give Away More Than Presents
Fort Myers Blends Service and Leisure

O

Makes a Positive Presence in the Community

n Saturday, December
21, 2019, out of all
the plethora of places,
Walmart was the
place to be! Over 40 distinguished
gentlemen of the Fort Myers Alumni
Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity held their inaugural “Shop
With A Kappa” (SWAK) Event.
Approximately 100 neighborhood
children received gift cards and
were escorted by their parents and
Kappa Men throughout Walmart to
shop with a purpose. The children
purchased dolls, toys, video games,
etc. The Chapter’s Polemarch
[President] Attorney Hamid Hunter,
Vice Polemarch, Tony Allen and
Event Chairperson, Doc Montgomery stated to FOX4 News, “It felt
good to fulfill a need in the community and to see the children’s smiling
faces.” In addition, Polemarch
Hunter thanked Diana, Walmart
Store Manager, for her hospitality.
Next year, the Members are expecting continued and bigger success
with community partnerships and
participation.

Fort Myers Alumni Chapter at the Shop with a Kappa event.

30th Grand Polemarch Samuel C. Hamilton wit
Dwayne Donnell during the Shop with a Kappa
event
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Vice Polemarch Tony Allen; Event Chairman Doc
Montgomery and Polemarch Hamid Hunter,
Esq., discuss the importance of involvement in
the community during the Shop with the
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SOUTHERN PROVINCE CHAPTER NEWS

Fort Myers (FL) Alumni Chapter
Celebrates Founders' Day, Honors Life Member Teal

O

n
Sunday,
January 19,
2020, Fort Myers
Alumni Members
of Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity came
together in submission to God’s Word
[“Not forsaking
the assembling of
ourselves together….” Hebrews
10:25 and “Behold,
how good and how
pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell
together in unity.” Psalm 133:1] and
celebrated Founders’ Day at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church. To
that end, since 1978, The Fort Myers
Alumni Members have and continue
to exemplify and embody Achievement
above anything ever imagined with
their signature community events and
service: Academic Scholarships; Black
and White Ball; Bowling Tournament;
Founders’ Day Celebration; Golf
Tournament; Kappa Kabaret; Kruising
at Sea; Shop With A Kappa. During
the service, Past Grand Polemarch,
Samuel Hamilton, presented Deacon
Brother Lemuel A. Teal a Special Recognition Award for his contributions to
his community and his church [Friendship Missionary Baptist Church]. It
was a spirit-filled time to celebrate,
demonstrate, honor and salute individually and collectively expressions
of appreciation for Deacon Teal. Also,
in attendance, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority
Members celebrated its 100th year
and worshipped God and enjoyed the
fellowship.
Minister Fred White introduced
the Keynote Speaker, Elder Brother
Carnell A. White. Elder White is the
second son and fourth child born to
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Nathaniel and Gussie White. He is a
product of Lee County Public Schools
and graduated from Dunbar High
School in 1965. Subsequently, he
graduated from: Florida Agricultural
and Mechanical University (FAMU)
in 1969 with a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Political Science; University
of Northern Colorado in 1977 with a
Master’s Degree in Curriculum and
Instruction; Rockefeller Foundation
recipient and awarded a fellowship to
University of Miami and graduated in
1978 with a Master of Business Administration Degree. Elder White’s career began as a Social Studies teacher,
followed by his appointment in 1978
as the first African-American principal at Miami Coral Park Senior High
School. In 1992, he appointed as a Regional Director overseeing three of the
district’s six regions. In 2003, he was
reassigned as principal of North Senior
High School. After over 39 years in the
Miami-Dade Public School System,
in 2009, he retired from the Juvenile
Justice Center. Elder White is a Life
Member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity,
Inc. He is married to the former Lorraine Thornton. They are the parents
of five children and the grandparents

of 11 grandchildren.
In his message to the congregation, Elder
White informed
everyone about
the conditions
in Dunbar as
he was growing up as he
witnessed some
of the Pittsburg
Pirates baseball players.
Further, Elder
White referred
to the historic
Missionary Baptist Church as a “Beacon
of Salvation” and a “Place of Refuge”
from the ills of iniquity. Elder White reminded everyone to “face the realization
that none of us have gotten to where
we are if we enjoy any kind of success
merely on our own merits. However, we
stood and continue to stand on those
trailblazers’ shoulders who came before
us and drink daily and deeply from their
cups of wisdom and profit from their
righteous sustainability.” In addition, Elder White cautioned those who feel that
there in a different God on the other
side of town. He reminded the congregation that the same God who is blessing
others on the other side of town, is also
blessing people right here on this side
of town. Elder White shared his deep
concern for the survival, preservation
and maintenance of the historical Black
churches. To that end, he expressed
his appreciation for the dedication and
continuous support of Deacon and
Deaconess Teal to Friendship Missionary Baptist Church. In addition, Elder
White emphasized the power of prayer
during these difficult times. Finally,
Elder White concluded his message by
confirming that throughout our rich, African American History, we have always
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had competent, well-qualified persons in arts, education,
equality, politics, religion, sciences to address the ills of
society and to represent the community. The spirit-filled
service was filled with awareness, call to action, fellowship, friendship, knowledge and laughter. After the
service, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church Culinary
Staff served home-cooked meals which included fried
and baked chicken, vegetables, rice and dessert.
January 19, 2020 was declared "Deacon Lemuel A.
Teal Day" for his 38 years as a Mathematics teacher,
and service as a Board Member and Commissioner of
the City of Fort Myers Housing Authority, among other
longstanding civic and community service.

30th Grand Polemarch and 75th Laurel Wreath Laureate Samuel C. Hamilton regales the audience with
words of welcome. Past Southern Province Board of
Directors Member Elder Carnall A. White brings the
Word at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church. Deacon
Lemuel Teal and Deaconess Susie Teal receive words of
congratulations before Brother Teal receives an award
in recognition of his service surrounded by Brother
Hamilton, Lemuel Jr., Deaconess Teal Dr. Tiffany Teal
and Minister Tony Allen.
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Northport (AL) Alumni Community Forum
Unpacking the Term Black on Black Crime

N

orthport (AL) Alumni in
partnership with Central
Elementary launched a community initiative entitled,
“Unpacking The Term Black On Black
Crime,” an effort to formally address
one of the most critical issues affecting
people of color in the United States.
The forum was led by principal of Central Elementary Dr. Monte Linebarger,
Spring 1999 Kappa Kappa initiate and
Board Member of Northport (AL)
Alumni, a community leader working to
create transparency in strategic course
of action to break down systematic barriers. The forum expands on the “Learn
2 Live” initiative, a collaborative effort
with Kappa Alpha Psi® to address racial
profiling and the increasing frequency of
tragic outcomes between law enforcement and persons of color.
“Unpacking The Term Black On
Black Crime” was a 5-series event that
had tens of thousands of viewers engaging in dialogue. After greetings from
Dr. Linebarger, a panel of community
leaders shared vital information on various stereotypes, statistics and actionable
solutions to crime impacting the black
community. The series kicked off with
10 panelists nightly and robust question and answer periods were held. The
forum was particularly informative with
regards to solutions to change stigmas
and address labels such as Black on
Black Crime. Over 90% of the attendees who answered the closing survey
expressed high levels of satisfaction, a
desire to learn more, and an interest
in additional forums to facilitate better
community relations and resources in
the black community.
“Unpacking The Term Black on
Black Crime” provided viewers with:
• Increased awareness on the origin of Black on Black Crime
• Statistical perspectives of
persons of color and the justice
system
• Factual understanding of legal
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rights and resources
Northport (AL) Alumni operates
Guide Right Northport Kappa League,
national youth-based program in accordance with our national motto, “Training
for Leadership.”
♦♦♦
Members of the Northport (AL)
Alumni Chapter also partnered with local nonprofits to help those in the West
Alabama community impacted by the
COVID-19 Pandemic. “As our commitment to the fraternity, it is imperative
that we inspire service in the interest
of the public,” said Polemarch Bernard
Feelings. With the COVID -19 Pandemic, we wanted to do something to
provide for those in need, and we hope
the financial contributions and volunteer
efforts will assist the families in West
Alabama. Northport Alumni partnered
with Temporary Emergency Services
(TES), a local nonprofit that provides
various services ranging from warm
meals, community gardens, showers to

the homeless, assistance
with utilities and fresh produce box distributions to the
community. By partnering
with local nonprofit agencies, we are able to reach
and meet the needs of those
further than we could on
our own. Northport Alumni
decided to make ongoing
contributions as many nonprofit agencies have seen a
decrease in funding with the
COVID -19 Pandemic. The
ongoing contributions also
included the West Alabama
Food Bank (WAFB), a
nonprofit that works to end
hunger through donations
and distribute to other local
food programs. The WAFB
distributes over 17 million
pounds of food through various agencies, sponsorships
and partnerships. Beyond
the financial contributions Northport
Alumni also engaged the Northport
Kappa League to make toiletry bags with
hygiene kits that included facial masks
and hand sanitizer. Kappa League prepared 100 hygiene kits to be distributed
to those going through rough times or
those just simply in need. We want to
ensure we keep our brothers and sisters
safe that may not have access to running
water and other necessities. Members
of the fraternity also volunteered with
TES for their weekly food box distribution with the USDA Farmers to Family
Food Box Program Coronavirus Response Act. The fresh produce boxes
benefit over 500 families in the greater
West Alabama area. This program is
helpful in the way that unlike many other programs, there is no income verification as boxes are available to anyone on
a first come, first serve basis. The boxes
aid many families who are out of work or
dealing with loss of income. Recipients
just pull up in their vehicle and the box
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Northport (AL) Alumni Fosters Service to Others

Northport Alumni Virtual Forum led by Dr.
Monte Linebarger; Northport (AL) Alumni Guide
Right Kappa Leaguers tune into virtual forum.
Northport Alumni Polemarch Bernard Feelings
presents check to Temporary Emergency Services
staff along with chapter members. Opposite
page: Northport Alumni Chapter Members with
Northport Druid City Hospital Medical Staff.

is placed in their car at a safe distance.
Northport Alumni has assisted with
each Food Box distribution and received
positive feedback for working with the
community.
The Northport Alumni Chapter also
showed their support for the frontline
heroes of the COVID -19 Pandemic by
providing meals to the entire Emergency
Room night shift staff for the Northport

70th Southern Province Virtual Council

Druid City Hospital. The chapter was
able to provide words of encouragement
to the Night shift ER team and they
were very appreciative of the act of kindness. The partnership builds on both
organizations’ commitment to communities as Northport Alumni Chapter seeks
to enhance the visibility of the fraternity
with ongoing contributions.

“Unpacking The Term Black
on Black Crime” provided viewers
with:
• Increased awareness on the
origin of Black on Black
Crime
• Statistical perspectives of
persons of color and the
justice system
• Factual understanding of
legal rights and resources
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Tampa (FL) Alumni Makes the Difference

As Mentors, Community Stewards and Civic Leaders

S

ince 1911, one of the core
philosophies of Kappa Alpha
Psi Fraternity, Inc. has been
to inspire service in the public interest. The local chapters of the
fraternity, along with members of the
young mentee group the Kappa League,
continued that mission Saturday.
Members of Tampa Alumni, Zeta
Chi Chapter from the University of
South Florida, and the Kappa League’s
visit to Metropolitan Ministries served
two purposes: to assist with one of the
service organizations in the Tampa Bay
community and to show the Kappa
Leaguers the value of service.
They were split into two groups. One
group worked in the kitchen where they
did food prep, assisted with cooking and
cleaning following the breakfast rush.
The second group worked in the
store where they arranged clothing and
bedding, restocked clothing and provided customer service, if needed.
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“Metropolitan Ministries care so
much and help those who are homeless and those at risk at being homeless,” said Tampa Alumni Community
Outreach Chairman Bianco Berry.
“They also have strong Christian
values which align with Kappa Alpha
Psi. Our time there was a humbling
experience. It gave us a better appreciation of our own blessings and
reminded us of the importance of
continuing to give back to our community.”
The Tampa (FL) Alumni Chapter
was chartered June 11, 1928.
Members of the Tampa (FL) Alumni
Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi, the Zeta Chi
Chapter of the University of South Florida
and Tampa Alumni Foundation Kappa
Leaguers volunteered their time Saturday
at Metropolitan Ministries in Tampa on
Saturday.

Pyles Honored for 50
Years in Kappa
Tampa native Elliott Pyles was recently
awarded with the 50-year plaque for his
service in Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity,
inc. by the members of his current chapter Tampa Alumni.
Pyles, 71, graduated from Middleton
High School in 1966 before going to
Tennessee State University. On Nov. 22,
1969, Pyles became a member of the
Alpha Theta Chapter of Kappa Alpha
Psi. He is currently a Life Member of
the Fraternity.
“I wanted to be part of an organization
that was going to give back to the community,” Pyles said. “Kappa has opened
a lot of doors for me. I am blessed to be
a Kappa.”
Pyles graduated from Tennessee State
with a degree in political science/his-
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tory and served in the U.S. Army before
working in the Florida State Correctional System for 25 years. He also has a
master’s degree in criminal justice. Pyles
later worked at Memorial Middle School
before retiring in 2013.
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From left to right:
Robert Irvin, Henry
Washington, Watson
T. Ragin, Roland C.
Daniels, Elliott Pyles,
Ron Hubbard, Willie
Dixon, Clinton Paris
and Eugene Ravenel.

Thompson Retires
Captain Allen L. Thompson, Jr., second from
right,retired after a long career serving as Executive
Director with the Tampa Bay Pilots Association. He
worked with the Port Tampa Bay for 17 years (14
with the Port and three with the United States Coast
Guard as Captain of the Port). As executive director
of the port, Thompson served as the first point of
contact for professional pilotage issues, developed
initiatives and policies to achieve the effective, efficient and timely delivery of pilotage services within
the region and handled the day-to-day activities of
the Association.
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Tuskegee (AL) Alumni Makes the Difference

As Mentors, Community Stewards and Civic Leaders
Climbs Kilimanjaro

I

n early December 2019 in Eastern Tanzania,
Africa, a fellow Nupe took the challenge of
climbing the continent’s tallest mountain.
Brother Morgan Cornelius, Spring 2005
initiate of the Alpha Nu Chapter and active
member of Tuskegee Alumni Chapter, took on
the endeavor of climbing Mount Kilimanjaro in
an effort to raise funds and awareness towards
Asperger/Autism.
The AANE (Asperger/Autism Network)
provides resources, training services, community
support, scholarships and advocacy for people
on the spectrum. For many families, the AANE
provides education and support groups, as well
as resources for teachers. This organization has
benefited many families and people across the
Globe.
Brother Cornelius’s fight for Autism stems
from his relationship with a line brother of
his who’s son lives on the spectrum. Through
their bond that has lasted over 15 years, Morgan stated “Watching my line brothers journey
inspired me not only to be an advocate but to
impact lives.” Throughout this endeavor he wore
a T-shirt in support of his line brother’s son, saying ‘#TeamMason.
In preparation of this journey, Brother Cornelius withstood a year long training period in order
to face elevations of over 19,000 ft. on the tallest
free standing mountain in the world, chronicling his progress while raising money so it was
an endeavor that not only he accomplished but
everyone that donated and supported did as well.
On November 30th he would begin to
embark on the quest, leaving from New York
on a flight to Nairobi, Kenya, then the base of
Kilimanjaro. After a 7 day, 25 mile climb, in
temperatures below freezing, on December 7th,
7:44 AM, Brother Cornelius reached the summit
at 19,341ft. Fulfilling his promise to those who
helped support his journey. In the end result,
he raised over $6,000 to continue the efforts of
providing resources to those on autism spectrum.
We congratulate this brother on his achievement
and service in public interest. If you would like
to know more about the Autism/Asperger Network or even donate you can go to AANE.org.
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Brother Morgan Cornelius (Alpha Nu 2005)
Reporter of the Tuskegee Alumni chapter
standing on the top of Mount Kilimanjaro on
the morning of December 7th, 2019

Supports Voter
Registration Efforts

W

ith the new election
season making its
way into 2020, The
Tuskegee Alumni
Chapter made its efforts to get an
early head start on voter registration
throughout the community in December of 2019. In an effort to bring
awareness and proper knowledge on
the upcoming election The Tuskegee
Alumni chapter, set up voter registration at the Booker T. Washington
High School homecoming game.
Many people had little
knowledge of the voting process
or even candidates. During their
efforts, they met many unregistered
voters who felt that their voice
wouldn't be heard, saying “…my
one vote can’t make a big change.
So, what’s the point?” Brother’s the
Tuskegee Alumni Chapter provided
knowledge of why their vote is so
important, not only on a national
level, but even more significant on
a local level. “On a national level,
though it can seem that your vote

Brother Dondi Wright (Gamma Epsilon
1988) of the Tuskegee (AL) Alumni Chapter
helping a young man in the community
register for voting. In Table of Contents,
L-R: Brother Dondi Wright, Brother Kevin
Whitmire, Polemarch Sherwin Boswell,
Reporter Morgan Cornelius at the voter
registration table.

may mean very little your vote can
still be a huge game changer,” stated Brother Dondi Wright. “Especially in a time where the concern
for President is most prominent
in the current situation that we
are dealing with as a country, the
importance of one’s vote is crucial.”
The brothers of Tuskegee Alumni made it a point to provide knowledge and show the significance of
how much the peoples vote meant
towards the community, family,
and even their personal well-being.
Through these efforts, the Tuskegee
Alumni Chapter registered over 100
people in the community helping
raise the number of registered voters close to 3.5 million in the State
of Alabama. Achieving in this area
of community service has provided
many with the opportunity to have
the voice needed to potentially
make a change in the well-being
of the community, country and
worldwide.
70th Southern Province Virtual Council
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The senior brothers of the Tuskegee Alumni chapter took part in their Senior Luncheon. The event took place at
Dorothy's restaurant in the Kellog Center on Tuskegee University's campus. Brothers who have decades under their
belt in the world of Kappa, enjoyed fellowship and food, reminiscing on past times of service and brotherhood. The
luncheon also gave senior brothers a chance to impart knowledge to younger members of the chapter that joined in on
the fellowship. The luncheon provides an opportunity for members to strengthen the chapter and connect with each
other outside of meetings.
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Jacksonville (FL) Alumni Focuses In With Guide Right

T

on Mentorship, Scholarship and Service

he Jacksonville (FL) Alumni
Chapter Guide Right Leadership & Development Program
led by Chairman 27th Byron K.
Armstrong Awardee Brandon L. Mack,
is focused on providing opportunities
primarily to young men of color in 6th
through 12th grades which includes
leadership development, community
service, life skills training, postsecondary
and career exploration, and exposure to
professional men that provide them with
individualized support within a group
mentoring setting. The chapter strives
to create an environment that provides
equal opportunities to all young men
that participate in the program while giving them the individual support needed
in regards to academics, behavior, and/or
postsecondary readiness to ensure their
overall success.
In celebration of the “Golden Year”
Anniversary of Kappa League, the chapter presents a “Year in Review” snippet
of activities that highlight the Seven
Phases of Kappa League including Self
Identity/ Purpose, Training, Competition, Social, Health Education, Economic Empowerment & Education, and
College & Career infused in its content
and purpose.
The DCPS Back to School Bash was
held in August of 2019 where Kappa
Leaguers volunteered to assist with the
setup and distribution of school supplies to over 2,500 Duval County Public
Schools students.
In the month of September at the
Sickle Cell 5K Walkathon, Kappa
Leaguers walked in support of awareness for sickle cell patients and their
families which includes a fellow chapter
Kappa League member. October
focused on the Social for the chapter
prompting a KL Bonding Activity where
Kappa Leaguers fellowshipped at Flight
Fit N Fun indoor trampoline park. The
holiday season time is concentrated on
service for the chapter. In November,
the Kappa League volunteered to assist
recipients of Thanksgiving meal baskets
for their families to their vehicles at the

52

|

SUMMER 2020♦THE KHRONICLE

Thanksgiving Service & Food Giveaway
and walked to raise awareness and funds
for breast cancer research at the Making
Strides Walk.
For the past several years, the
Jacksonville Alumni Chapter’s Kappa
League has partnered with the Jacksonville Alumnae Chapter of Delta
Sigma Theta’s EMBODI Program and
St. Stephen AME Church to give away
Christmas goodie bags to seniors that
live in the Senior Village near the church
during the St. Stephen AME Church
Christmas Package Giveaway. Volunteers
started the morning by packing the bags
with fresh fruit and toiletries then the
bags were taken over to the Senior Village where they were distributed along
with gift cards and hugs to the seniors
that reside there. December 2 Remember is another annual community-service
initiative where each NPHC organization sponsors a family along with their
Christmas wish list. The organizations
and their respective families come together during this celebration luncheon
to fellowship, uplift, and encourage during the holiday season. Kappa Leaguers
assist by serving a catered meal to the
family and presenting gifts from their
wish list.
The month of December is also a
time for celebration and family. On December 18, 2019, the Jacksonville (FL)
Alumni Kappa League hosted the annual
Kappa League Alumni Reunion & Holiday Celebration where current members
of the program sat down for fellowship and discussion with former Kappa
League members who have moved on to
college, a career, or the military. The goal
is to get current Kappa Leaguers to have
an opportunity to engage with former
participants in a meaningful way so that
they can learn from both their successes
and their mistakes in a relaxed setting
with minimal structure to promote open
and honest dialogue.
To cap off the year Jacksonville (FL)
Alumni Kappa League President Rodney
Wells II led Let the Youth Speak Forum
on Juvenile Justice, a community discus-

Jacksonville (FL) Alumni Kappa League members
Aaron Davis and Elijah Chambliss walk in Sickle
Cell 5K Walkathon.

Jacksonville (FL) Alumni Kappa League members
and Chairman Brandon Mack after KL Bonding
at Flight Fit N Fun.

Jacksonville (FL) Alumni Kappa Leaguers
Aaron Davis, Jaylen Adams, Elijah Chambliss,
and Rodney Wells II help load care packages
for Stephen AME Church Christmas Package
Giveaway.

Jacksonville (FL) Alumni Kappa League Chairman
Brandon Mack with former and current Kappa
League members at Alumni Reunion & Holiday
Celebration
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sion on the juvenile justice system and
juvenile justice reform with local elected
officials from the city of Jacksonville.
Kappa Leaguers brought the new
year in continuing their service by assisting the Kappa Alpha Psi Jacksonville
Foundation, Inc. in partnership with
the Jacksonville Alumni Chapter of
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. at the
Annual Healthy Start 5K: The Happy
New Year Run by serving as hosts for the
event performing various duties such as
welcoming runners, assisting with setup
and breakdown, working water stations,
distributing fruit to runners, and handing out completion medals.
In the early part of each year the
chapter hosts its Annual Kappa League
Kampout & Enrichment Weekend Retreat. The retreat takes place at Epworth
By The Sea Methodist Center on St.
Simons Island, GA and the weekend immerses Kappa Leaguers in team-building
exercises in the form of obstacles and
challenge courses. They were also given
a tour of Coastal College of Georgia
and treated to a basketball game on the
campus following a conversation with
the men’s basketball coach and players
about the collegiate experience from
the perspective of a college athlete. An
open discussion about relevant social
topics, characteristics of leadership,
personal challenges, and brotherhood
occurred that evening. Cheryl Deas,
Founder of Darnell Deas, Jr. Marvelous
Light Foundation, was a guest speaker
presenting on the topic of mental health
and suicide. The weekend culminated
with a traditional bonfire fellowship in
which seniors reflected on their time
in the Kappa League program and gave
advice to the underclassmen. To round
out the month Kappa Leaguers walked
in memory of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. at the annual MLK Holiday Parade
and attended church services with the
Jacksonville (FL) Alumni Chapter at
Abyssinia Missionary Baptist Church.
Two Kappa League members,
Malcom Jones of William M. Raines

70th Southern Province Virtual Council

High School and Malik Watkins of Jean
Ribault High School, were featured in
the inaugural High School Heritage
Classic on February 13, 2020 celebrating Black History Month and the Negro
League Centennial as players on their
respective baseball teams adorning the
uniforms of Negro American League
team Jacksonville Red Caps which
played in the city 1938-1942. Raines
High School came out victorious with a
score of 8 to 4 taking home the A. Philip
Randolph Cup. Kappa Leaguers were
treated to the Florida Invitational Step
Show at the University of Florida and a
SALLY Corporation Tour in the month
of March. Sally Corporation is a dark
ride and animatronic manufacturing
company based in Jacksonville, Florida
which serves amusement parks, attractions, museums, and retail clients worldwide. It offers complete design/build
services from concept to installation,
including scripting, audio and music
production, props and sets, lighting and
special effects, electronics, and project
management.
During Spring Break Kappa Leaguers
participated in the Savannah State University and Georgia Southern University
Campus Tours in collaboration with the
Jacksonville Alumnae Chapter of Delta
Sigma Theta’s EMBODI Program.
In the monthly Kappa League meetings during the school year various topics were presented such as:
Post-Secondary Readiness Workshop
where Kappa Leaguers learned how to
properly write scholarship essays, how to
make their applications stand out, and
identify the appropriate people to write
recommendation letters. After learning
of available scholarship opportunities,
everyone was required to complete
a scholarship application during the
session. Additionally, brothers of the Edward Waters College Chapter, the Delta
Psi of Kappa Alpha Psi, provided inspirational remarks and engaged in meaningful dialogue with Kappa Leaguers about
the college experience and what they
needed to know to prepare for it.

Jacksonville (FL) Alumni Kappa League Member
Malik Watkins waves to fellow Kappa Leaguers
as he conquers rock wall climb at Annual Kappa
League Kampout & Enrichment Weekend
Retreat.

Jacksonville (FL) Alumni Kappa League Member
Malcom Jones with Chairman Brandon Mack
after his team’s victory at the inaugural High
School Heritage Classic.

Jacksonville (FL) Alumni Kappa League prepare
to tour campus of Savannah State University.

Jacksonville (FL) Alumni Kappa League
Chairman Brandon Mack presents Kappa
League seniors during Virtual Kappa League
Celebration for the Class of 2020.
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Leadership, Decision Making Skills,
& Communication in which Kappa
Leaguers learned about the various
styles of leadership and performed exercises in communication and teamwork.
A group discussion followed to help gain
an understanding of how they perceive
themselves in relation to how others
perceive them in order to help build
self-awareness and self-esteem.

Jacksonville (FL) Alumni Welcomes
Director of Organizational
Effectiveness
as Host of Learn2Live Jacksonville

Suicide Prevention & Mental Health
Discussion facilitated by Cheryl Deas,
Founder of Darnell Deas, Jr. Marvelous
Light Foundation, who presented on the
topic of mental health and suicide prevention to Kappa Leaguers. The foundation’s mission is to support families who
have been affected by suicide and promote mental health awareness through
education and advocacy in children,
adolescents, teens and young adults.
Inspiring youth to know that they are
not alone; their lives are valuable, there
is always help and another way out.
Speaking with Confidence in which
Kappa Leaguers participated in a workshop to help them perfect their public
speaking skills, ensure an unforgettable
first impression, and effectively network.
Senior Konsultations in which the
Advisory Team guides Senior Kappa
League members through the exploration of their post-secondary options having genuine discussions about choosing
the right fit for their personalities and
figuring out what also makes financial
sense.
Due to COVID-19, in person meetings subsided and the school year ended
with a Virtual Kappa League Celebration for the Class of 2020 recognizing 8
seniors. Seven will be attending higher
education institutions and one enlisted
in the Armed Forces. The Jacksonville
(FL) Alumni Chapter Guide Right
Leadership & Development Program is
proud recipients of the 2019 Southern
Province Jay Crosby Award (Large) and
2019 Southern Province Bert V. Wadkins Award (Large).
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Learn 2 Live Panel with Jacksonville Alumni Chapter Members and Past Grand Board Member Jimmy
McMikle

T

he Jacksonville (FL) Alumni
Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi
hosted and welcomed Past
Grand Board Member Brother
Jimmy McMikle to facilitate the Fraternity’s national initiative “Learn 2 Live”
on Friday, March 6, 2020 at Highlands
Middle School in Jacksonville, FL.
“Learn 2 Live,” a collaborative eff
ort with the National Organization of
Black Law Enforcement Executives
(NOBLE) to formally address one of the
most critical issues affecting people of
color in the United States. Incidents of
racial profiling, a lack of comprehensive
policing policies, and the increasing
frequency of tragic outcomes between
law enforcement and persons of color
have produced an environment of anger
and frustration, widening the trust gap
between police and communities of
color. In fact, the subject of policing in
African-American communities is arguably the largest civil rights issue of our
current generation. While the road to

equity in social justice and the process
of “bridge-building” is long, complicated
and requires a multipronged course of
action, Kappa Alpha Psi and NOBLE
are committed to the journey. Th is initiative is the first step, featuring a series
of nationwide community forums.
The “Learn 2 Live” initiative provides
immediate grassroots training that will
equip current and future generations of
young persons of color with information,
education, and instruction that may
literally save their lives. The program
content is designed to provide insight
and understanding into three key subject
matters. Law enforcement and community policing is the first. The second
is an individual’s legal rights. The third
subject equips participants with a set of
law enforcement rules of engagement,
which include recommended legal steps
to follow in the event that an individual
feels as though his or her rights have
been violated in a police encounter.
The rules of engagement provide a
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strategic game plan when one is forced
to deal with law enforcement
personnel during a traffic stop in the
community at large or if policemen are
called to your home setting.
The following “Learn 2 Live” objectives are to provide persons:
• Increased awareness on law
enforcement and community
policing
• Statistical perspective of persons
of color and the legal system
• Factual understanding of one’s
legal rights
• Practical tips, strategies and
tools to utilize during law enforcement encounters.
• Opportunity for more desirable
outcomes when encountering
law enforcement officials
The National Organization of Black
Law Enforcement Executives serves as
the conscience of law enforcement by
being committed to Justice by Action.
NOBLE has nearly 60 chapters and represents over 4,000 members worldwide
that represent chief executive officers
and command-level law enforcement
officials from federal, state, county, municipal law enforcement agencies, and
criminal justice practitioners.

William M. Raines Senior High
School and Jean Ribault Senior High
School Class of 2020 Celebrated
with Book Donation

C

oncerned with the COVID-19 challenges associated with the two senior high
schools located within a one
mile radius of the Fraternity’s Memorial
House, The Jacksonville Alumni Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc
and Foundation purchased the books:
“Dreams From My Father by President
Barack Obama for each male graduate
and “Becoming” by First Lady Michelle
Obama for each female graduate. Each
book was adorned with a commemorative label and keepsake bookmark.
The organizations recognized that
many traditions enjoyed by graduating
seniors were not available to the Class of
2020. During eight years of their schooling (grades 1 through 8), President
Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle
Obama were the first African American
occupants of the White House. Just as
both of these two individuals experi-

enced challenges during their formative
years, they were both goal-oriented and
able to exceed expectations and continue to serve as positive role models
today. The books were presented at each
school’s respective commencement
ceremonies with representatives from the
Fraternity and Foundation in attendance.
William M. Raines Senior High School
was held on Monday, July 20, 2020 and
Jean Ribault Senior High School on
Tuesday, July 21, 2020 with the gifts
being received with much gratitude and
appreciation.

Students display books by President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama received at commencement ceremonies.
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COVID-19: My Personal Experience
By Bruce Steadman

Bruce Steadman, a 1982 initiate of
the University of Maryland-Baltimore
Chapter, the Theta Chi of Kappa Alpha
Psi and member of the Jacksonville
Alumni Chapter provides a first-hand
account of his bout with COVID-19
and recovery from the disease.

I

am writing out some of my
thoughts about my experiences
with the disease Coronavirus
(Covid-19) in hope that it will
help you protect yourself and your
families. But first I must give all honor
to my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for
bringing my wife and I through this
potentially deadly disease.
My first thought is that if you are
following the shelter in place order,
the people in your home with you are
the only people that I would consider
reasonably safe to be around. When
you must go outside of the home for
groceries etc., I would treat everyone
as if they had the most deadly form of
the virus and stay your distance.
Many people have asked me where
do you think you caught the virus or
how did you contract it? That question
I can not answer, but there were a few
vulnerabilities in my life at that point.
Some of you know, I travel for work,
usually to Houston, Texas. My last
flight from Houston was on March 5th.
I distinctly remember a man cough-
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ing around me but not in my row while
on my flight home. The other thing that
I continued to do was my group workouts. What’s important to know is that,
while I didn’t have a mask, I constantly
washed my hands, tried not to touch
anything and if I did, I would immediately use hand sanitizer. In the workouts
we practiced social distancing, washed
our hands and sanitized the equipment
ourselves to minimize risk. At the end of
the day, I still got the disease.
The actual sickness or first symptoms
came on March 20th. I woke up that
morning with a slight headache and I
was more tired than normal but I had
taken the day off to spend with my wife
to celebrate our anniversary so I just
kept going. By early afternoon I was so

tired that I couldn’t wait to get home
and get to bed. I stayed in bed the rest
of Friday with a fever of about 99.6. Saturday, when I woke up feeling as bad as
I did, I started wondering if this disease
was going to take me home. I started
thinking about the things that I still
needed to say to my wife and children.
I prayed for wisdom and what became
clear to me was that I had already said
them over and over again to my family and I again realized how blessed I
truly am. Sunday morning I was excited
for virtual church services but I was
still weak with fever and therefore I
fell asleep long before the benediction.
Monday came and the fever started
to break. Keep in mind that my fever
never got to 100 degrees so I didn’t fit
the criteria for testing at TIAA stadium
which had just been set up because at
that time you needed to be 65 years of
age, have a fever of 100 degrees, and
have difficulty breathing. I didn’t fit any
of those prerequisites. My wife didn’t
accept the fact that they wouldn’t allow
me to be tested and pushed our family
doctor to authorize my test.
As a result of her work I was tested
at a hospital on March 23rd and received
my positive test results on March 27th.
In the interim, on March 24th my wife
had chills and started to cough. By the
25th she had fever and on the 31st I drove
her to the emergency room due to pain
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in her back for X-rays. They feared that
she may have fluid in her lungs. The
most difficult part of this was dropping
off the love off my life at the front door
of the hospital. I wasn’t allowed to go in
with her and talk with her to help ease
her anxiety and the fear of not knowing if like so many other people fighting
this disease if I would ever see her alive
again. Imagine the guilt associated with
being the one that infected her had
things gone differently.
But God had a different plan. I sat
in the parking lot and prayed and prayed
and prayed some more. I reached out
to our Pastor, Deacon, relatives and
friends and the prayer warriors went to
work. People told me that they were on
their knees at that moment. The power
of prayer and goodness of people was
overwhelming to me. My mind was all
over the place but my faith was strong.
I received a few updates from my wife
while sitting in the parking lot that
helped calm me. Think about it, she was
in the hospital but her words help calm
me. Three hours later she walked out of
the front door of that hospital and I took
her home. Her lungs showed no fluid
but were inflamed from the coughing.
The recovery has been challenging,
but also enlightening. We were forced to
separate in our home from ourselves and
from our son who is home from college.
We have been blessed that he has not
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caught the virus. I can not accurately
describe the enlightenment from this
experience and the power of prayer and
the power of corporate prayer but by
now you get the picture. At this point
we are all clear and not contagious but
we still struggle with some shortness of
breath and occasional coughing but we
are thankful that through the grace of
God we are still here.
In closing I want to reiterate a few
things and provide a few additional
things to think about.
1. Stay home
2. If you must go out wear a mask
and treat everyone like they are
contagious
3. This virus attacks the respiratory
system so I would recommend
that you do whatever you can to
exercise your lungs and increase
your lung capacity just in case.
I am not a doctor but I believe
that I came through this easier
because of my physical workouts. If you can’t run, ride a bike,
or walk, do breathing exercises.
4. Imagine how you would feel if
you infected someone that you
love by not taking all of the precautions you could have
5. Pray, Pray, Pray
I hope that this helps.
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Dr. Ralph J. Bryson Reflects on 59 Years of Service
to Education and 70 Years in the Bond

I

n 2020, Dr. Ralph J.
Bryson—56th Elder
Watson Diggs Awardee,
Grand Historian
Emeritus, and 64th Laurel
Wreath Laureate—sat down
with Samuel Odom (Beta
Gamma 1993), Ph.D., Bertis
D. English, Ph.D. (Eta Chi
1990), and John J. Ivery,
Sr., M.S. (Beta Zeta 1957),
to share various experiences
and insights regarding his
educational background as
well as his guiding philosophy
as an English professor and
department chair at Alabama
State University (ASU) in
Montgomery. The challenges
Dr. Bryson faced and the
successes he experienced
under several ASU presidents
during almost six decades at
the institution were two of
the first subjects we broached.
In responding to our questions, he also explored societal
change, counterculture and
the civil rights movement.
Dr. Bryson spent fifty-nine
years as a faculty member at
ASU, which was known as
the Alabama State College
for Negroes (ASCN) when
he arrived in 1953 after
completing his dissertation
titled “The Promotion of
Interracial Understanding
through the Study of American Literature” at Ohio State
University in Columbus.
Harper Council Trenholm,
president of ASCN, recruited him to Montgomery.
For the next decade, Bryson
was associate professor of
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English in the Department
of English and Foreign
Languages. He became full
professor and department
chair in 1963. For nearly 50
years after, he served the
institution in many capacities, to include chairing the
Humanities Division, the
Faculty Senate, and the Lyceum Committee. As further
indication of the respect
Bryson garnered at ASU,
he was University Marshal
and carried its grand mace
during commencement
exercises from 2010 until his
second retirement in 2012
(he retired temporarily in
1992).
Before joining ASNC in
1953, Dr. Bryson instructed
English courses at Southern Pines High School in
North Carolina; at Southern
University and Agricultural
and Mechanical College in

Baton Rouge, Louisiana; and
at Miles College in Fairfield,
Alabama. He likewise was
an adjunct English professor
at the University of Alabama
in Tuscaloosa and a guest
lecturer at the University of
Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania.
During the Second World
War, his two years of army
service included a tour in
the European Theater of
Operations.
The postwar Double V
campaign (victory abroad,
victory at home) that African
American war veterans
helped lead during the late
1940s and into the early
1950s resulted in a great
deal of social and political
change during Bryson’s early
years at ASNC. In 1954,
after the U.S. Supreme
Court’s first Brown v. Board
of Education ruling, ASNC
administrators demanded

state officials remove “for
Negroes” from the name
of the college. As the civil
rights movement progressed,
many students, faculty, and
other individuals associated
with Alabama State College
(ASC) played important
roles in the movement.
In 1955, for example, Dr.
Bryson’s departmental colleague and English professor
Jo Ann Robinson mimeographed the documents
advertising the 382-day bus
boycott in which the Reverend Martin Luther King,
Jr., Ph.D., his wife Coretta,
and thousands of unknown
local activists subsequently
participated. Reverend King
pastored the Dexter Avenue
Baptist Church, which Dr.
Bryson and many other ASC
employees, students, and patrons attended. King, in fact,
baptized Dr. Bryson. The
large number of freedom
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fighters associated with ASC
is one reason state officials
unfairly targeted the institution, which eventually lost
its accreditation. But, guided
by intrepid administrators,
ASC regained its accreditation and became a university
in 1969.
Leadership as Grand Historian and Chapter Advisor for
Beta Zeta Chapter of Kappa
Alpha Psi
Recollecting his 70–plus
years in our Noble Clan, Dr.
Bryson said he has enjoyed
many fine experiences since
his birth as a Fall 1946
Initiate into the University
of Cincinnati Chapter, Beta
Eta. Serving as Montgomery
Alumni Chapter Keeper of
Records for 43 years is one
such experience. Editing
“Books and Such” for The
Kappa Alpha Psi Journal, a
role he took on in 1969, and
coauthoring History of the
Southern Province (1997)
with Elder Watson Diggs
Recipient Everharding Pruitt
are two others. However,
helping mold undergraduate
leaders for more than a half
century as Advisor to the
Beta Zeta Chapter of Kappa
is a crown jewel. “My life as
a member of Kappa Alpha
Psi,” he reminisced, “is imprinted and intertwined with
countless memories of many
Scrollers, Kappas, and high
achieving young men who
entered the halls of ASCN,
ASC, and ASU. Oh, my,
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how I remember the times,
moments, and triumphs! I
dare not mention too many
names, but John Ivery, Sr.
Ernest McNealey, Ocie
Pleasant and Willie Sutton
are special brothers to me.”
In 1997, the Fraternity
elected Dr. Bryson Grand
Historian at its 73rd Grand
Chapter Meeting in Detroit,
Michigan, under 28th Grand
Polemarch Ronald R. Young.
Publication of the 5th edition
of The Story of Kappa Alpha
Psi (2003) was a major
accomplishment during
Bryson’s tenure. Brothers
Keflyn X. Reed, Ed.D.; Elder
Watson Diggs Awardee Cleophus Thomas, Jr., Esq.; Laurel Wreath Laureate and 26th
Grand Polemarch Ullysses
McBride, Ph.D.; 29th Grand
Polemarch Howard L. Tutman, Jr.; Elder Watson Diggs
Awardee Earl T. Tildon; and

many other brothers were
instrumental to the completion of the edition. “As a
scholar,” Bryson recounted
in 2020, “my fraternal
work was quite meaningful
because of the association,
friendship, and professional
relationship empowered by
the philosophy, leadership,
and support of 8th Journal
Editor and Laurel Wreath
Laureate William L. Crump,
Ph.D.; 12th Journal Editor
Mel Davis,” and Pruitt. “It
was during this time,” Dr.
Bryson went on, “that my
Kappa Journey was filled
with delight, transformation, and preparation for our
Centennial and entry into
second-century Kappa.”
An English Professor and
“change agent” in a world that
lacked diversity, inclusion,
and opportunity

Core values of the English
literary profession that
Bryson learned as a college
student helped prepare him
to become an academician,
scholar, and change agent in
a world that lacked diversity,
inclusion, and opportunity.
In 2020, he recalled a few
major achievements, changes, and signs of progress he
experienced since joining
the ASNC faculty in 1953.
“I was afforded significant
preparation for the English
literary profession by joining
and remaining active” in several local, state, and national
organizations, Dr. Bryson
reflected. “The Modern Language Association, the National Council of Teachers
of English, the Association
of College English Teachers
of Alabama, and the Alabama Council of Teachers
of English” were four such
organizations. “The English
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reasoned, a well-educated
man or woman would be in
high demand regardless of
his or her skin color.

Note among the notable
signatures are signatures
of Founders of Kappa
Alpha Psi.

literary profession changed
my world,” he added, “and it
transformed my perspective
and understanding of the
academic environment and
my surroundings.” Bryson,
speaking at length about the
Modern Language Association, indicated it “promotes
the study and teaching of
languages and literatures
through its programs, publications, annual convention, and advocacy work.
This, too, was a catalyst
to re-imagine, re-interpret
and revisit major historical
periods in literature and
come away with refreshing
analysis and connotation,
particularly in comparison
to actually living through
various social and political
movements and providing
a post reinterpretation of
the movements within the
English literature.”
In 1983, Frank W. Hale, Jr.,
Ph.D., Vice Provost for the
Office of Minority Affairs
at Dr. Bryson’s alma ma-
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ter, Ohio State University,
compiled and edited a book
titled They Came . . . and
They Conquered. The volume featured the perspectives of 148 African Americans who earned doctorates
from the university. Dr.
Bryson emphasized the importance of a collegiate-level
education. That matriculating through an institution
of higher learning would
improve economic opportunities and foster cultural
enrichment was a central
theme. He also stressed
the importance of collective agency. Specifically, one
who earned an undergraduate or a graduate degree
almost certainly would not
be the sole beneficiary of
the collegiate experience,
Dr. Bryson counseled. One’s
nuclear family and extended
community were likely to
benefit as well, he explained.
As technology advanced
and egalitarian citizens
worldwide strived to achieve
greater equality, Dr. Bryson

Dr. Bryson’s onetime ASU
students Gwendolyn E.
Boyd, D.Min., Quinton T.
Ross, Jr., Ed.D., are Carl
Pettis, Ph.D., are representative proofs of his beliefs
about preparation and possibility. In 2014, Boyd became
the 14th president of ASU.
Ross succeeded her in 2016.
Pettis currently is interim
provost and vice president of
academic affairs. He notes:
“Bryson has been a giant in
the eyes of generations of
young men who have joined
the ranks of Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity. As a proud [1999]
initiate of the Alabama State
University Chapter, the
Beta Zeta of Kappa Alpha
Psi,” Pettis wrote in 2020,
“I had the esteemed honor
and privilege to observe and
learn from this towering figure firsthand. His dedication
to service and knowledge
of the Fraternity is unparalleled.”
Similar to many Kappa Men,
the military helped prepare Bryson for the various
challenges and triumphs in
civilian life to which Pettis
ultimately would refer. As regards education, Dr. Bryson’s
time in the army during the
Second World War sharpened his attention to detail.
The comradery he experienced with others serving
their country expanded his
already broad commitment
to success. Dr. Bryson’s wartime service also deepened
his desire to give back to
every community to which

he belonged. The Fraternity
amplified those characteristics, traits, and wishes.
How Kappa Alpha Psi and
service in the U.S. Army prepared him for life challenges
and triumphs in the world of
education, success as a leader
as well as the importance of
achievement and giving back
to the community
“Kappa instilled the aspiration of achievement in
whatever one elected to do
in life—whether academics,
philosophy, law, politics, religion, art, or entertainment,”
Bryson avowed in 2020. “For
me,” he expounded, “it was
the academy, collegiate life,
specifically English literature. . . . A shared belief of
mine is that ‘the function
of education is to push the
mind to the flaming frontiers
of knowledge’, therefore this
was done with my students
during every opportunity
granted at each institution
where one served. [My] two
years in the U.S. Army were
memorable ones in the European Theater. Of course,
unlike now,” Dr. Bryson
continued, “army life was
extremely different for the
Negro soldier. Conditions
were segregated. Racism
was the order of the day.
My hope was to become the
man slaves dreamed about—
that is to say, freely think
and imagine, give back,
each one, teach one, carry
traditions forward, make a
lasting difference in the lives
of others.” Echoing some of
the same advice he provided in They Came . . . and
They Conquered in 1983,
Bryson reiterated one “could
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not afford to squander the
opportunity to do very well
while making a difference by
generating great investment
in the future of humanity—
namely, young people. My
responsibility was to the future of education to ensure
the experiences and opportunities for my students
and Fraternity brothers were
duplicated.”
Achievements in Kappa
Alpha Psi®
When asked about three of
his proudest moments in
Kappa Alpha Psi, where he
envisioned the Fraternity
being in 2045, and the most
pressing matter for us as
members of our Noble Clan
in second-century Kappa,
Bryson replied with his usual
modesty: “There are countless moments of which I am
profoundly appreciative.”
Therefore, identifying three
was not easy for him. Of
no surprise, however, his
initiation as a 1946 initiate of Beta Eta is indelible.
“Meeting Founders such
as Dr. Byron K. Armstrong,
Dr. Guy Levis Grant, Dr.
Marcus Peter Blakemore,
and Edward Giles Irvin” is
a second lasting experience,
Bryson averred. “Joining
others in the Elder Watson
Diggs Class of 1995 at the
72nd Grand Chapter Meeting in Philadelphia, PA, and
ultimately becoming the 64th
Laurel Wreath Recipient
at the 79th Grand Chapter
Meeting in Washington,
DC., combine to form a
third proud memory” for
Bryson.
If asked to list activities that
serve as honorable mentions,
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Bryson’s 1952 keynote address at the Closed Banquet
the 42nd Grand Chapter
Meeting in Cleveland,
OH, ranks high on that list.
Mobilization for Human
Rights was his topic. He still
has the notebook in which
Founders Blakemore and
Irvin, together with other esteemed or close Kappa Men,
signed their names following
his speech. “That event,”
Bryson acknowledged in
2020, “remains one of my
most memorable occasions
in Kappa. But make no mistake about it,” he proclaimed
quickly, “I am unambiguously confident that Kappa
Alpha Psi will continue
through 2045. It, however,
will look quite differently
than the organization did in
1911 or 2011.”
Preserving Kappa to 2061—
150 years since the organization’s birth—requires
imagination and planning.
Automation and technology will continue to impact
what we do, how we do it,
as well as when and where
we do it. Such advancements will affect every stage
of Kappa: from initiation to
local chapter meetings, the
C. Rodger Wilson Leadership Conference, and both
Province Council and Grand
Chapter meetings. Kappa
will continue to embrace a
business model of operation to continue thriving in
an environment where
many organizations flounder
because of hazing and other
types of misconduct. In
Bryson’s judgment, “‘Training
for Leadership’ within the
Fraternity, as well as for the
civic and professional lives

of all members outside the
Bond, is the most pressing
matter in Kappa Alpha Psi.
Fortunately for all existing
and future members, his seven-plus decades of achievement in every field of human
endeavor is a template for
perennial success. φνπ
Special Presentation
In 2016, ASU presented a
resolution to Dr. Bryson,
naming him Professor
Emeritus. He had served the
university faithfully for 59
years and through two retirements. In addition to his
academic accomplishments,
he has gained international
prominence as a premier
Kappa Grand Historian and

author.
On January 5, 2019, during
the Closed Banquet of the
14th National Founders' Day
Meeting of Kappa Alpha
Psi, held in Tampa Florida,
the Fraternity made special
recognition honoring Byrson
and 55th Laurel Wreath Laureate Cornelius W. Grant,
J.D.
Dr. Samuel Odom (Beta Gamma
1993), C. Rodger Wilson
Leadership Conference National
Chairman
Dr. Bertis D. English (Eta Chi 1990)
John J. Ivery, Sr. (Beta Zeta 1957)

Dr. Bryson with ASU President Dr. Quinton Ross.
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A Profile in Leadership with Laurel Wreath
Designate Cleophus Thomas, Jr., Esq.
Cleophus Thomas, Jr., (Epsilon
Epsilon 1974) is the 4th Guy Levis
Grant Awardee, the 77th Elder Watson
Diggs Awardee and by election at
the 84th Grand Chapter Meeting is a
Laurel Wreath Designate. Long before the HuffPost declared on March
11, 2015, that the University of
Alabama elected Elliott Spillers as the
first African American Student Body
President in nearly 40 years, Brother
Thomas was the African American
who was the trailblazer. It’s now been
nearly 45 years since was the Student
Government Association president at
the University of Alabama. Today, he
is an attorney in Anniston and the
General Counsel of Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Inc.

B

rother Thomas was born
in Sylacauga and attended
public schools in Goodwater and Anniston. In 1973,
he graduated from Anniston High
School and enrolled at UA.
Thomas formed a coalition of
white sorority members and Black
and independent students - who
at that time were being ignored by
the unofficial yet dominant political
group known as The Machine -- and
won the SGA presidency. To this
day, he is the only Black to ever hold
the office.
After graduating with honors
in 1977, Thomas went to England
to attend the University of Oxford,
where he received an advanced degree in philosophy, politics and economics in 1980. He received his law
degree from Harvard Law School in
1982 and served as law clerk to U.S.
District Judge J. Foy Guin 1982-83.
At age 27, he was named to the UA
board of trustees. He served as a
trustee until 2003.
Despite such credentials, the

62

|

SUMMER 2020♦THE KHRONICLE

only attempt he made to run for
public office came in 1998, when
an incumbent in the state Senate
dropped out of the race about three
months before the election. Thomas
narrowly lost.
Q: You were SGA president. You
went on to Oxford and Harvard and
clerked for a federal judge. The trajectory for you did seem to be political. Did you intend it to be political,
or was there an event to change your
mind?
A: Originally, I intended it to be
political. That was my self-perception as a 17-year-old. I was born in
June 1956. I graduated high school
in May 1973, so I had skipped the
second grade. When I graduated
high school, I was still 16-years old.
And when I graduated from the
university four years later, I was 20
years old. As a 20-year-old university
graduate who had been admitted to
Harvard Law School, I suppose my
self-perception was of a prospective

politician.
Law school and [Oxford] were
transformative. I am not the man
I was. I think by the time I was
through with all that, I was through
with elective politics, and frankly,
one wonders but for the quarky opportunity that presented itself before
the election, I don’t think I would
have run then. But for that unique
situation, I would have had a record
of never having run.
One changes. What’s important
and what’s desirable changes if
you’re lucky ... Really, that is what
an education is meant to do. It’s not
meant to ratify and confirm all of
the beliefs that we bring to it. If we
leave the university precisely as we
came, the university has failed.
Q: Was the bench ever something you thought about?
A: No. Let me say this. I think
when I clerked for Judge Guin, I
found that to be a very intriguing life
and intellectual pursuit. But that’s
never been an aspiration of mine
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Thomas at International Headquarters.

either.
Q: It seems now you’re almost
remembered by today’s students as
being one of the few candidates to
beat The Machine as much as you
are as being the sole Black president.
A: Let me say that’s the way I
saw it prospectively. I never gave
very much thought at all to the racial dimension of it, and had I done
so, it would have been absolutely
paralyzing. Certainly, climbing the
mountain to beat The Machine was
high enough, adding more feet of
elevation to it with thought of race
and all of that would have just been
too much. I never thought much
about the racial aspect of it. I was
always trying to come up with a winning strategy to beat The Machine.
Who needed the further complication of race ...
Q: Surely, you came across racial
difficulties in your campaign.
A: There were. After the election
... somebody burned a cross, which
was almost a benign act of terror. It
was so uncreative -- at least to me.
Really, during the election, there
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were not tremendous barriers or
incidents that I recall ...
Know this, the ’60s did not end
in 1970. There was still, really, the
spirit of progressivism. The aspiration of an inclusive community
existed at that time. So it was just a
great time to be at the university and
a great time to be a college student.
So there were not a lot of racial
issues or racial encounters that I
recall.
Q: Is there any remedy to get the
Black and White kids at the same
table?
A: Here’s all I know: In 1972,
I was invited to rush weekend at
the (Alpha Tau Omega) house,
and I went. I spent rush weekend
at the ATO house. Again, we’re
talking about the spirit of the age. I
remember writing the rush chairman, Jeff Underwood, who went
on to serve briefly in the Alabama
Senate, telling him there must be
some mistake. I’m a Black kid from
Anniston. He said “I know perfectly
well who you are, come on down for
rush weekend.” That was 1972.
Back then, they asked member
Chip Smith who were sharp guys

coming to the university from Anniston. That’s how my name got on the
list. All praise is due to Chip Smith
for not filtering Black kids from that
list.
Q: In 2003, you gave a speech
at the Opening Doors program, and
you said to focus on what doors are
still closed.
A: I would say, we have to work
to keep minds open and to keep
expectations open.
For instance, I found it disturbing the way we hired Chancellor
[Malcolm] Portera. Dr. Portera got
hired without the job being advertised, and [trustee] Sid McDonald
said, “We know Mac, and Mac
knows us.” Well, maybe there are
people you don’t know.
We have to make sure that there
are not structural barriers, and that
through custom and practice and
convenience we affect things that
sound benign but can be quite
otherwise exceedingly exclusionary
by doing things like that. I think
we have to get out of the insularity
when you are at a traditional place
where it might be easy to just stay
secluded with people you know
and not go beyond that. Those are
instances where doors are not just
closed, but locked. There are structural barriers to other people being
considered because of the way you
do business.
Somebody has to have the nerve
to point that out.
Q: Lastly, your first 30 years you
had an amazing run. What do you
plan for the next 30 years?
A: First off, I hope to claim
them. Please promise them to me.
I hope to continue to be productive. Robert Nozick has a book, and
people use the term “The Examined
Life.” You just want to hopefully live
a useful and enlightened life. You
want to be thoughtful and productive in some socially useful way.
Excerpted from The Tuscaloosa News/
Adam Jones.
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JaCorey Calloway, Historian

JaCorey, Director of Guide Right

Robert Banks, Dir. of Reclamation

W. Troy Massey, Parliamentarian

Board Members
Jeffrey W. Brown Ralph J. Bryson Henry W. Davis, III
Donald Dotson Willie C. Hall

Michael A. Hanshaw Theodore M. Morgan, Sr.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
BIRMINGHAM (AL) ALUMNI CHAPTER
ON HOSTING THE

70TH SOUTHERN PROVINCE
VIRTUAL COUNCIL

WELCOME
to the
Southern Province Council
Meeting April 2020

Greetings from
Reginald Nall(Delta Tau 1973)
&
Dakarai Nall(Gamma Phi 1997)
BEST WISHES

Huntsville Alumni
Chapter
Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Incorporated

Greetings and Best Wishes
to the Birmingham Alumni
Chapter on hosting a
Successful 70th Southern
Province Council.
Polemarch - Roderick Mack
Vice Polemarch - Willie Brazile
Keeper of Records - Rontario Hicks
Keeper of Exchequer - Foster Gaddis

Birmingham, AL
Apr 16-19, 2020

Strategeus - Alvin Rankins
Lt. Strategus - Adrian King
Asst Keeper of Records - Clifton Miller
Asst. Keeper of Exchequer - Rodney Sales

